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The New Light

When Change is Good
By Bill Wahler, OC Co-President

One should not change just for the
sake of change. However, changes
are often good for an organization
as a way to grow and to prosper.
With changes often come new
enthusiasm, new ideas and
hopefully, new members.

This past spring we changed the
way we did our annual fundraising
gala. Instead of a dinner and
dancing at the East Bank Club we
moved to the Spertus Institute. It
was a way to celebrate not only
ourselves but to share who we are
with the greater LGBT and Jewish
communities.

Those of you who have attended
Shabbat services during the month
of July have noticed a big change.
No more announcements. Now
we have a weekly bulletin, handed
out prior to Shabbat services by a
member of the Board of Directors.
This board member serves as a
greeter. He or she will welcome all
to Or Chadash, wish them a good
Shabbos and then make sure they
have the siddur and any
appropriate handouts.  For our
long-time members and friends it

should be a refreshing change to
be welcomed into our sanctuary.
For first-timers or relative new-
comers it should help make their
experiences at Or Chadash
welcoming ones.

We are seeing more and more new
faces at Shabbat services and other
Or Chadash events. | urge each
and every one of you to go out of
your way to make these people
feel welcome. If we are to
continue to grow and prosper as a
synagogue and as a community we
need these newcomers to join us,
not only to worship, but as full
members. A bad first experience
can be a last experience. Don’t let
that happen.

We have several more social
programs this summer, details to
be found elsewhere in the
newsletter. Preparations are well
under way for The Days of Awe
that will again be held at JRC in
Evanston.

Enjoy the rest of your summer and
I look forward to seeing all of you
in the coming weeks and months.
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Cycles of Our Lives

Happy Birthday

August 6 Bill Gates

August 18 Pamella R. Fettig
August 19 Martha Fourt

August 19 Kat Ramsey

August 27 Rob Pooley

August 28 Rebecca E.H. Gordon

Happy Anniversary

August 1 Matt Simonette and
David Morck

August 15 Howard Wax and
Rob Pooley

Thanks for the Oneg....

Friday, July 30: Oneg sponsored by
Alan Amberg in honor of his
graduation and new job

Friday, August 6: Oneg sponsored by
Lee Griesbach and his mother,
Roslyn Griesbach, in memory of their
father and husband, Peter Griesbach,
and in memory of their grandmother
and mother, Anna Levi

Saturday, August 7: Lunch still
available for sponsorship

Friday, August 13: Oneg still
available for sponsorship

Friday, August 20: Oneg still
available for sponsorship

Friday, August 27: Oneg still
available for sponsorship

August Service Schedule

Friday, Aug 6: Susan Jacobson, and
Judith Golden at 8 PM

Saturday, Aug 7: Saturday morning
Shabbat service, 10 AM

Friday Aug 13: Carol Goldbaum,
Lilli Kornblum, and Judith Golden at
8 PM

Friday, Aug 20:
Edwards at 8 PM
Friday, Aug 27: Rabbi Larry
Edwards at 8 PM — Beach Service

Rabbi Larry

Join the Education Committee!

Help Us Develop Programs for 5771
By Howie Aronson, Education Chair

Or Chadash has had classes and other educational programs that
many larger congregations could well be envious of. Help us to
continue these outstanding offerings; bring your ideas and help us
plan next year’s programs by joining the Congregation’s
Education Committee. If you are interested, please send a message
to office@orchadash.org. Now is the time for us to plan for the
coming year as classes will begin soon after the Holidays.

If there are topics for classes and/or other educational programs
that interest you (including topics that you might be interested in
presenting yourself), please send them to office@orchadash.org.

Cocktails at 7, God at 8
By Elise Miller, Membership Chair

If you liked the beach service in June or were not able to attend,
we are doing it again. And before the service, Or Chadash is
hosting a cocktail hour. This will be August 27™ at 7:00pm.
Bring your family and friends for cocktails on the patio.

Then take a short walk to the beach where we will have Shabbat
services at 8:00 pm. Please bring a blanket or chair and a
flashlight for the beach service.

Enjoy your summer, meet new people, and come to Shabbat
Services, all together. Hope to see you there.

We Are Seeking Shofar Blowers for the Days of Awe

If you have a shofar and would like to participate in blowing the
shofar during the Days of Awe, please contact Mindy Stillman at
office@orchadash.org.

ONEG SPONSORSHIP

Celebrate a birthday,
graduation or anniversary, or
honor/memorialize a loved
one with an oneg

sponsorship. Please contact
the Or Chadash office at
office@orchadash.org to
make arrangements and pick
a date. Thank you!
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Vote for Your Own Tzedaka Charity
for 2010-2011

This year, as opposed to organizing several
tzedaka drives throughout the year, Congregation
Or Chadash will collect tzedaka can throughout
the year and in July 2011, all funds raised will be
equally divided among three charities. One will
automatically be the Rabbi’s discretionary fund.
The other two will be charities all OC members
can vote on. One charity will go toward an
organization that focuses its efforts in the Jewish
community; the other will be one that focuses its
efforts on the LGBT community. Members can
send their votes or suggestions for additional
charities to office@orchadash.org.

All votes/suggestions must be in by August 19.
Please note; this drive will remain separate
from our annual AIDS Walk/Run drive.

Suggestions for Jewish Charities:

1) Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation
of Metropolitan Chicago

2) The Ark - provides free social and
medical services to help distressed
members of our Chicagoland Jewish
family return to self-sufficiency.

3) Chevra Kadisha of Chicago - a society
of men and women who care for the dead
from time of death until interment. They
perform the ritual purification and the
dressing in traditional shrouds in
accordance with Jewish Law.

Suggestions for LGBT Charities:

1) Howard Brown - promotes the well-
being of LGBT persons through the
provision of health care and wellness
programs, including clinical, educational,
social service and research activities.

2) Equality Illinois — secures, protects and
defends the rights of LGBTSs in Illinois.

3) Jewish Mosaic - helps the Jewish world
become more open, accessible, and
welcoming to lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Jews and their families.

Help Local Students Start the Year Off
Right By Donating School Supplies

Due to last year’s rousing success, Congregation
Or Chadash will once again host a school supply
drive for Care for Real, a local charity that will
distribute these supplies to needy area children.

Throughout the month of August we will have a
collection bin set up outside of our Friday night
services. Items they are asking for in particular
are: pens, pencils, folders, wide ruled notebook
paper, Texas Instrument calculators, supply
boxes, highlighters, erasers, spiral notebooks,
markers, colored pencils, crayons, assignment
notebooks, Kleenex, glue sticks and scissors.

Plus, this year, you get to do a mitzvah and save!
[llinois will temporarily suspend 5% of its sales
tax_ from Aug 6™ to Aug. 15" for those buying
most school supplies. That means, if you buy
your school supplies during this week, you will
only pay 1.25% in sales tax!

Last year, our congregation donated more than
THREE CARTONS of school supplies. I'm sure
this year we can pull it off again with the new tax
break. For more information regarding this
program, please contact Laurie Grauer at
office@orchadash.org.

OC Will Not Be Participating in
Neighborhood Nights This Year

Due to last-minute scheduling conflicts,
Congregation Or Chadash will not be
participating in this year’s Neighborhood Nights
series.
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The Color of Social Action

Last year, our tight-knit Social Action Committee
organized numerous programs and volunteer
opportunities for the congregation. These
opportunities included, but were not limited to:
organizing a school supply drive for area children,
participating in the AIDS Walk/Run, celebrating
holidays with the Edgewater Community,
distributing more than 200 meals to the homeless
and impoverished, inviting speakers to discuss teen
homelessness and transgendered issues, and
lobbying on behalf of civil unions. Pheww!
Imagine what’s in the works for this year.

How to find out? Join us on Sunday August 22" at
Pressure Billiards and Café, located at 6318 N.
Clark St. Come for our last meeting of the summer
from 1pm to 2pm before we party in style with
lunch and a rousing game of pool afterward. For
more information, please contact Laurie Grauer at
office@orchadash.org.

Los Angeles 2010 20th World Conference
of GLBT Jews August 13-15, 2010

Conference registration is ongoing at the
www.la2010.0org, and is currently $250 for
members of our member organizations.

The World Congress is proud to welcome American
Airlines as the official airline of LA2010. Please
see their website, www.la2010.org for information
about the 5% discount they are offering.

AIDS Walk Chicago

Join Team Or Chadash on Saturday, October 2™
in the annual AIDS Run & Walk Chicago. This
year, all funds raised will go directly toward AIDS
Foundation Chicago.

We will meet at Spertus, 618 S. Michigan, at
9:15am and walk to the starting point at Columbus
and Balbo. We will be wearing our OC t-shirts and
carrying our flag. We will participate in the
5K walk that kicks off at 10:00 am in Grant Park.
More athletic-minded congregants can run and still
register themselves as members of our team. After
the walk/run, we will all meet up for lunch to
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celebrate our accomplishments with some serious
refueling!

Fundraising is a big part of this walk. Please
go to www.aidschicago.org to register or to
donate. You can register as an individual and
build your own walker page, or join or donate
to Team Or Chadash at
http://afc.aidschicago.org/netcommunity/congreg
ationorchadash.

If you have any questions, please contact Laurie
Grauer at office@orchadash.org.

Guitarist Wanted

Do you play the guitar and would you be willing
to share your talents and enthusiasm at occasional
Shabbat services?

Please contact Mindy Stillman, Ritual Committee
Chair, at office@orchadash.org.

Market Days

Or Chadash will be at Northalsted Market Days
on August 7-8, 2010. If you would like to
volunteer to work at the booth please contact
Elise Miller at membership@orchadash.org.
Hope to see you there!

Congregation Or Chadash
5959 N. Sheridan
Chicago IL 60660

(773) 271-2148

Email: Office@OrChadash.org
Website: www.OrChadash.org

Rabbi: Laurence Edwards
Cantorial Soloist: Judith Golden

Co-Presidents:

Bill Wahler and Lilli Kornblum
Executive VP: Michael Helfgott
Treasurer: Carol Goldbaum
Webmaster: Marvin Levin

Rabbi Edwards is available by
appointment and can be reached via
email:
rabbiedwards@orchadash.org

or phone (773) 326-1490
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And May We Never Forget Also

On Saturday, July 17, longtime Or Chadash
member Norman Sandfield took a trip to the Illinois
Holocaust Museum & Education Center in Skokie
(www.ilholocaustmuseum.org). He went to meet
their Librarian, Matthew Sackel, and donate four
books from his library that cover the persecution of
homosexuals in Nazi Germany and the Holocaust.
The pink triangle that became one of the early
symbols of the gay rights movement was the
symbol worn by these persecuted homosexuals. Gay
Jewish prisoners wore a pink triangle over a yellow
triangle.

On his first visit, soon after it opened last year,
Norman learned from the docent about the sign in
the permanent exhibit that talks about all of the
other groups, including homosexuals (mostly gay
men), who were tortured and killed by the Nazis,
besides the well-known six million Jews. The
docent stated that this one facet of the exhibit was
the one that most surprising to visiting student tour
groups.

These four books (The Pink Triangle: The Nazi
War Against Homosexuals by Richard Plant ; The
Men with the Pink Triangle: The True Life-and-
Death Story of Homosexuals in the Nazi Death
Camps by Heinz Heger, David Fernbach, and Klaus
Muller; The Nazi Extermination of Homosexuals by
Frank Rector; An Underground Life: Memoirs of a
Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin, by Gad Beck) will join one
video on the subject already in the Library’s
collection, to allow visitors, students, and
researchers to better understand the horrors of the
Holocaust faced by so many different groups of
people.

Congregation Or Chadash has a group visit to the
Museum on its list of unscheduled events. We hope
you will be able to join us at that time.

For more comprehensive information, you can start
with this link from the exhibit, from the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, which visited
Chicago four years ago:
www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/hsx/

Norman with Mathew Sackel Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Education Center in Skokie

And Thank you

Larry Posen: In memory of Jack Chernin
In memory of Willard Posen

Burl Covan: In memory of father Morris Covan

Shirley Gendel: “With heartfelt thanks for all the
good wishes and offers of help from my friends
at Or Chadash. It truly helped my recovery from
the fire and subsequent surgery. «

General Donations:
Sara Fischer
John & Rochelle Lodder
Ethel Meyer
Bill Wahler

Transportation for High Holidays

Or Chadash will be having High Holiday services
at JRC in Evanston this year. We are creating a
ride share for these events and need drivers who
are willing to pick up congregants and guests at
Emmanuel and then take them to JRC.

If you would like to volunteer to drive or are in
need of a ride please contact Elise Miller at
membership@orchadash.org
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Our Mission

To provide a warm and
affirming community where
all Jews can feel welcome.
To accomplish this mission,
Or Chadash will:

Remember that it was
founded as an answer to the
prejudice that gay and
lesbian Jews experienced in
other synagogues;

Strive to ensure that no Jew
experiences prejudice within
our community;

Maintain affiliations with
the Union for Reform
Judaism and the World
Congress of Gay and
Lesbian Jewish
Organizations;

Build strong ties within the
greater Jewish community
of the metropolitan Chicago
area;

Dedicate itself to the basic
obligations of Jewish life,
including:

e Respecting the
contributions of people of
all generations

Sharing the life-cycle
events of its members

Celebrating Shabbat and
the holidays

Fostering prayer with
sincerity

Visiting the sick
Comforting the bereaved

Encouraging the study of
Torah

Congregation Or Chadash is a not-
for-profit organization that is
largely supported by contributions
from its members and friends.
Please remember us generously.

Join Or Chadash for the High Holidays
By Susan Jacobson

The High Holidays are a special time of the year at Or Chadash.
Beginning with Selichot through Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and
culminating with Hakafot for Simchat Torah, we study, pray and
celebrate together. We invite you to join us.

Selichot services this year will be on Saturday September 4™, 9 PM,
at Emanuel. The program will be led by Rabbi Larry Edwards and
Rabbi Michael Zedek of Emanuel.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services will again be held at JRC, the
Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation located at 303 Dodge Ave. in
Evanston.

Parking is available in a lot across the street from the synagogue and on
streets adjacent to the synagogue. Parking is also available in the
parking lot of the Levy Center, across Dodge Ave., if needed. For
those who use public transit, the # 97 bus stops right across the street
from the synagogue; consult the CTA Trip Planner to learn where to
catch this bus. (The route has changed and it no longer leaves from the
Howard “L” stop.) = We also plan to set up car pools, especially for
those who need to get back to the city following evening services.
Please contact the office for travel assistance.

Tickets are required for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services.
Members receive one ticket for individual memberships, two for family
memberships. Members may also reserve tickets for their guests at a
cost of $180/ticket. Non-member ticket price is $250 with a reduced
fee of $180 for those under 30. There is no charge for tickets for full-
time students who present a valid student ID.

We also invite you to join us for our Rosh Hashanah luncheon. The
luncheon this year will be held at Gulliver’s, 2727 West Howard, just
a few blocks from the synagogue. Reservations are required and
must be received by September 3rd. The cost is $20/person.

Something different this year is that Taschlich will be held not
following Rosh Hashanah services, but on Friday evening, September
10™ . We will meet on the beach by Emanuel at 7:15, and then
continue with Shabbat Shuvah services at 8 PM, also at Emanuel.

One of the features that makes the High Holidays so special at
Or Chadash is that we try to involve as many members as possible in
our services. We will be in touch with you in the next few weeks, to
see how you can participate in our services.



Season of Heat and Return
By Rabbi Larry Edwards

I just re-read a few of my August newsletter columns. They include thoughts on the month of Elul and the hard
work of teshuvah; reports from Jerusalem, including WorldPride; hope that God’s response to our earnest
seeking will be to strengthen us in our seeking, and to help us strengthen one another. These are
indeed the themes of this hot and muggy time of
year. The seven weeks that extend between Tisha

B’av and Rosh Hashanah are meant to raise our
sights, lift our vision. Each week the prophet Isaiah
of the Exile (that is, mainly the chapters of Isaiah
from 40 onward, spoken in Babylonia) echo and re-
echo the theme of Return. The Prophet is speaking
about the return and rebuilding of the earthly
Jerusalem, and at the same time the spiritual re-
turning to the Covenant between Israel and God.

This is how it is with the prophets. Building = j_'ﬂ\
Jerusalem, both the one below and the one above, i =
requires both engineers and visionaries. The Torah,
the expression of our covenant with the Divine
Presence, points us in the direction of concrete :
action in this world. We are therefore not permitted : - f
to stand aside from politics, messy as it usually is. i ?[
And our politics must be informed by the values =—
we have received from Torah, must breathe with
spirit.

Arthur Waskow has just written mightily, and gently, about this, watching his granddaughter, Yaela, chatting
with seagulls:

I wonder: What earth, what ocean, are we bequeathing her? Will her child someday be able to
sit beside the great Atlantic as the waves come rolling in, not poisoned by our oil?

Will her child someday be able to babble with the seagulls, not besmirched by oil, not dying
breathless as the Breathing Name of God, YHWH, collapses in exhaustion?

... That is why we will gather at the Capitol at noon tomorrow [Tisha B’Av], the day we grieve
our imperiled Temple -- Earth. The day we turn hope into action to face a Senate that is itself
besmirched with oil, with oily money, and therefore will not act to heal the earth from the
climate crisis that besets us, and leave to Yaela's child, a generation hence, sea-gulls she can
sing with.

Hope, turning, the call to act — these are our prophetic inheritance, and they accompany us through these
weeks of turning, and through all the weeks of all our years.

P.S. Thank you for your healing prayers. By the time you read this, | hope to be coming along nicely.



L'shanah tovah tikateivu ut'hateimu

High Holiday Services at JRC 303 Dodge Ave. Evanston (except as noted)

Erev Wed |Sept.8 | 8:00 pm | | Kol Nidre Fri. |Sept.17 | 6:30 pm
Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah | Thu |Sept.9 |10:00am | |Yom Kippur Day | Sat. |Sept.18 |10:00 am
Shachrit
Luncheon Approx | 1:30 pm Yizkor Approx |12:45 pm
Study Session 3:00 pm
Taschlich Fri Sept. 10 | 7:15 pm Mincha Approx | 4:45pm
At Emanuel
Shabbat Shuvah | Fri Sept. 10 | 8:00 pm Neilah Approx | 6:15 pm
At Emanuel
Final Shofar Approx | 7:15pm

Annual High Holiday Food Drive
Or Chadash will again collect food donations for the Ark this holiday season. Bags from the Ark will be
distributed on Rosh Hashanah (Sept. 9™) at JRC, and collected on Yom Kippur (Sep. 18™) at this same
location. Each bag will contain a grocery list of items the Ark is in need of at this time. According to the
project’s organizers, items collected during this drive will help to feed nearly 2,000 families during the coming
year via the Ark’s designated pantry sites.

Join Or Chadash in its annual Rosh Hashanah Maot Chitim Delivery!

In 2009, nearly 5,000 Rosh Hashanah food packages were delivered to needy Jewish families residing in
Illinois. It is estimated that during this drive alone, nearly 12,000 disadvantaged Jews were able to observe the
Jewish New Year in a traditional and dignified manner.

Join us at 9am, on Sunday, August 29" as we deliver food packages to 2111 N Halsted (near the
intersection of Halsted and Dickens) so we can deliver food and New Year Nachas to those who need it most.
Plus after this annual shlep, we will gather at a local restaurant for some nosh. For more information regarding
this event, please contact Laurie Grauer at office@orchadash.org.
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August 2010
Congregation Or Chadash

Sunday

21 Av

Monday Tuesday
22 Av 23 Av
7:00 Board
Meeting

Wednesday

4

24 Av

Thursday

5

25 Av

Friday Saturday

26 Av 27 Av
8 pm Shabbat 10 am Morning
Service Service followed

by light lunch

Market Days

8

28 Av

1:30-3 pm
Mussar Group
in Library

Market Days

29 Av

10

30 Av

11

1 Elul
Rosh Chodesh

12

2 Elul

13

14

3 Elul 4 Elul
8 pm Torah Los Angeles
Service World Congress
of GLBT Jews
Los Angeles
World Congress
of GLBT Jews

15

5 Elul

Los Angeles
World Congress
of GLBT Jews

16

6 Elul

17

7 Elul

18

8 Elul

19

9 Elul

20

10 Elul

8 pm Shabbat
Service

21

11 Elul

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

12 Elul 13 Elul 14 Elul 15 Elul 16 Elul 17 Elul 18 Elul
1 pm Social 7 pm Cocktails
Action at7,God at 8
Committee at
Pressure 8 pm Shabbat
Billiards and Service on the
Cafe Beach

19 Elul 20 Elul 21 Elul Jul2010 Sep 2010

s M T W T F s s M T W T F s

9 am Maot
Chitim food LI 128 ¢
delivery 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

11
18
25

12
19
26

13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 31

12 13 14 15 16 17
19 20 21 22 23 24
26 27 28 29 30

18
25

Congregation Or Chadash, 5959 N. Sheridan Road, Chicago IL 60660




September 2010

Congregation Or Chadash

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
FALIRD Oct2010 22 Elul 23 Elul 24 Elul 25 Elul
s M T W T F s s M T W T F s _
T n @ 48 5 o T 8 pm Shabbat 10 am Morning
Service Service followed
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 by light lunch
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 271 28 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
26 Elul 27 Elul 28 Elul 29 Elul 1 Tishri L 3 Tishri
2 Tishri
LABOR DAY 8 pm Erev Rosh 10 am Rosh
Hashanah (at Hashanah gr‘]’m Shhabbat
JRC) Shachrit (at uval fat
JRC) followed Emanuel)
by luncheon at
Gulliver's,
approx. 1:30
4 Tishri 5 Tishri 6 Tishri 7 Tishri 8 Tishri 9 Tishri 10 Tishri
1:30-3 pm 7 pm Board 6:30 pm Kol 10 am Yom
Mussar Group Meeting Nidrei (at JRC) Kippur; 12:45
in Library Yizkor; 3:00
Study Session;
4:45 Mincha;
6:15 Neilah;
7:15 Final
Shofar
11 Tishri 12 Tishri 13 Tishri 14 Tishri 15 Tishri 16 Tishri 17 Tishri
Building the Erev Sukkot Sukkot 8 pm Shabbat
Sukkah (tbd) Service
Sukkot
18 Tishri 19 Tishri 20 Tishri 21 Tishri 22 Tishri
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