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The New Light 
Hello & Good-Bye 

By Robin Sampliner, OC Co-President 

The democratic process of 
Synagogue Or Chadash was hard 
at work at the Annual Meeting on 
May 21st.  OC Board Directors 
presented reports on the 
synagogue happenings from the 
past year (if you were unable to 
attend the meeting and would be 
interested in reading what 
happened in specific committees, 
please contact the OC office).  We 
voted on a terrific slate of officers 
for the coming year.  We also 
voted to approve the reworked 
by-laws for the synagogue, with 
one important adjustment taken 
into account: Congregation 
Or Chadash is a Jewish religious 
organization whose purpose is to 
provide a warm, affirming, Jewish 
community where all people can 
feel welcome.  Thank you to the 
By-Laws task force that took on 
reading every word of the old 
by-laws and rewriting, slashing 
and developing the new by-laws 
that more closely reflect how 
Or Chadash works today.  And 
thank you to the congregation for 
attending the annual meeting and 
voting to approve the new by-laws 

and the slate of officers.  Your 
help and support is greatly 
appreciated.  We are all needed to 
make the congregation function 
and move forward.  
 
The new OC Board officers for 
the upcoming year are: 
Bill Wahler –  
     Continuing Co-President 
Lilli Kornblum –  
     Incoming Co-President 
Michael Helfgott – Vice-President 
Susan Jacobson – Secretary 
Carol Goldbaum – Treasurer 
Ethel Meyer –  
     Director of Communications 
Laurie Grauer –  
     Director of Social Action 
Mindy Stillman –  
     Director of Ritual 
Elise Miller –  
     Director of Membership 
Beth Snyder –  
     Director of Development 
Howie Aronson –  
     Director of Education 
Jay Gelles – Member at Large 
Robin Sampliner –  
     Immediate Past President 
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Cycles of Our Lives 
Happy Birthday 
June 1  Larry Posen 
June 2  Burl Covan 
June 15 Linda Preston 
June 19 Stephanie Friedman 
June 25 Sheila Beller 
June 28 Steven Rosenberg 
 
Happy Anniversary 
June 21 Stephen Weiser and 

Andrew Deppe 
June 29 John Griffith and 

Matt Santori-Griffith 
 
Thanks for the Oneg.… 
Friday, June 4: Oneg sponsored by 
Amanda Rostkowski in honor of her 
graduation from medical school and 
completion of her MD/PhD program 
Saturday, June 5: Lunch sponsored 
by Rabbi Larry Edwards in memory 
of his father, Herman Edwards 
Friday, June 11: Oneg sponsored by 
Frank Nussbaum in memory of his 
father, Dettmar Nussbaum 
Friday, June 18: Oneg sponsored by 
Robin Sampliner to thank 
Congregation Or Chadash for 
allowing her to serve as your 
President for two years 
Friday, June 25: Oneg sponsored by 
Ed Mogul in memory of his mother, 
Sarah Mogul 
June Service Schedule 
Friday, June 4: Rabbi Larry 
Edwards and Judith Golden at 8 PM 
Saturday, June 5: Saturday morning 
Shabbat service, 10 AM  
Friday June 11: Rabbi Larry 
Edwards at 8 PM 
Friday, June 18: Bill Wahler, Robin 
Sampliner, and Mindy Stillman at 
8 PM   
Friday, June 25:  Pride Shabbat 
Service with David Morck and Judith 
Golden. A BBQ precedes the 
service at 6 PM. Please bring a 
Kosher style side dish, no pork, no 
shellfish, or mixing milk and meat.  
 

I hope you all will welcome the new board to their positions and 
support them in the work they will be doing in the coming year. 
 
Please consider attending the Board Installations at our Friday, 
June 18th service.  The old board will be relieved of their duties and 
the new board sworn in.   
 
With the installation of new board members, sadly that means that old 
board members will be leaving.  And we have more than a few that 
have decided to take some time away from the board to refresh and 
renew.  A sincere and heartfelt thank you goes out to Carla Cenker, 
Howard Wax, Linda Preston, Marvin Levin, Maryl Rosen, and Rick 
Greenthal.  Their knowledge, wisdom, and dedication to Or Chadash 
will be greatly missed by the new board.  I have personally learned 
from each of the outgoing board members.  Their calls, emails and 
words of wisdom can’t be replaced.  But hey, I know how to reach each 
of you!   
 
And now my final words in my final president’s column.  I have been 
honored to serve as the co-president of Congregation Or Chadash.  The 
members, staff, clergy and guests are an amazing group of people.  
Without the help of my two co-presidents, Marvin Levin and Bill 
Wahler, I would not have been able to make it to this day.  I will 
continue to serve on the board as the past-president.  But the new 
responsibilities will be handed on to the new board.  And who knows 
what the coming years will bring for me and the congregation?  There 
have been ups and downs, highs and lows, changes, and even some 
tears.  I can’t say I wouldn’t change a thing about the past two years, 
but I wouldn’t change the position I held on the board.  I have learned 
so much about myself, the congregation, the LGBT community, the 
Jewish community, had many opportunities as the president, and met so 
many people.   
 
Don’t worry, I’m not going anywhere.  See you on Friday night! 
 
Shalom,  
Robin Sampliner 
Co-President of Congregation Or Chadash 
 
 
Neil Grungras on WBEZ Worldview 
 
In case you missed the WBEZ broadcast of Worldview on May 25 with 
Neil Grungras, attorney and founder and executive director of the 
Organization for Refuge, Asylum, and Migration (ORAM) you can 
hear the podcast.  Last year, ORAM published the report, Unsafe 
Haven: The Security Challenges Facing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Turkey. 
 

This interesting interview may be heard at 
http://www.wbez.org/content.aspx?audioID=42208
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Shades of Grey in the Rainbow Community 
By Carol Goldbaum 
 

Session 2: Preparing for successful aging for the GLBT 
community 
Terri Worman, ASD – Community Organizing for AARP 
Illinois, Co-Chair National LGBT Aging Issues Network 
(LAIN) and Co-Chair Chicago LGBT Task Force of the 
American Society on Aging with Carol Goldbaum 
 
Sunday, June 6   12:30 – 2:30 at Center on Halsted, 3656 
N. Halsted, Chicago 
 
This second part of a two-part series is co-sponsored by 
Congregation Or Chadash and Center on Halsted. 
 
Sometimes, things happen, and you wonder, what will you 
do, when you or your partner can no longer be fully 
independent? What do you need to think about and what 
do you need to prepare? How do you find or create 
options that honor Jewish and GLBT identity and 
observance? Are there LGBT resources, or do we need to 
create them? 
 
Come brainstorm with us! 
 
See you there!  Lunch will be served, so please email 
your RSVP to Carol or Linda at office@OrChadash.org 
and put “Shades of Gray” in the subject line. 
  
 
Passing the Pot to AFC 
By Laurie Grauer, Social Action Chair 
 
That’s right! For the month of June Congregation 
Or Chadash is collecting pots  along with other various 
household items for AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s 
newest housing program; the Samartina Housing Project.  
Honestly, what did you think I was talking about?   
 
The Samartina Housing Project is a collaborative venture 
between AFC and eleven other agencies, (e.g., 
Bonaventure House, the Haymarket Center, etc.), that 
offers housing to individuals living with HIV/AIDS who 
were formerly or recently homeless.  Currently, the 
programs houses nearly 50 individuals, and organizers 
project that another 55 will be housed by the end of 2010.   
 
This is an amazing and heartwarming undertaking by AFC 
and its partners, but it not enough.  Newly housed clients 
may have working ovens and appliances, but they do not 

have pots and cooking utensils. Their rooms are 
furnished with mattresses, but they lack fitted 
linens and blankets.  
   
From June 4 to June 25, we are asking 
congregants to bring in the following new or 
gently used items; pots, pans, bed linens, rags (all 
Sham-wows welcomed), cooking utensils and 
cleaning supplies. Collection boxes will be 
stationed by the OC information tables on Friday 
nights and all donations will be delivered to AFC 
offices once the drive has ended.  For more info 
regarding this program, please contact Laurie 
Grauer at lauriegrauer@hotmail.com   

 
A Good Time Was Had by All 
 
Sixteen members/friends of OC spent the 
afternoon of May 23rd miniature golfing and 
dining at Superdawg.  A great time was had by 
all. 
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Our Mission 

To provide a warm and 
affirming community where 
all Jews can feel welcome.  
To accomplish this mission, 
Or Chadash will: 

Remember that it was 
founded as an answer to the 
prejudice that gay and 
lesbian Jews experienced in 
other synagogues; 

Strive to ensure that no Jew 
experiences prejudice within 
our community; 

Maintain affiliations with 
the Union for Reform 
Judaism and the World 
Congress of Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish 
Organizations; 

Build strong ties within the 
greater Jewish community 
of the metropolitan Chicago 
area; 

Dedicate itself to the basic 
obligations of Jewish life, 
including: 

• Respecting the 
contributions of people of 
all generations 

• Sharing the life-cycle 
events of its members 

• Celebrating Shabbat and 
the holidays 

• Fostering prayer with 
sincerity 

• Visiting the sick 

• Comforting the bereaved 

• Encouraging the study of 
Torah 

 

Congregation Or Chadash is a not-
for-profit organization that is 
largely supported by contributions 
from its members and friends.  
Please remember us generously. 

 

Service Leader Workshop 
By Carla Cenker, Ritual Chair 
 
Results are in:  Congregation 
Or Chadash is fortunate in having a 
good percentage of our membership 
leading our Shabbat and holiday 
services.  To that end, we extend 
this invitation to all to join us this 
year for a new format in the Service 
Leading Workshops.  Those who 
have attended before are welcome to 
join in.  We are combining the 
Liturgy section with the Song 
Leading Section, since the two are 
so intimately entwined in providing 
the best.  The date for that is 
Sunday, July 11th 1-5 pm at 
Emanuel in our Chapel.  Pre-
requisite for these trainings is basic 
ability to read Hebrew words.     
 
Anyone at all interested in attending 
one or both or all of these programs, 
please email me ASAP so we can be 
sure to get you details as they 
unfold. 
 
All are welcome; no commitment to 
leading services is required.  Come 
and learn with us!  Led by Rabbi 
Larry Edwards and Cantorial Soloist 
Judith Golden. 
 
 Congregation Or Chadash 

5959 N. Sheridan 
Chicago IL 60660 
 (773) 271-2148 

 
Email: Office@OrChadash.org  
Website:  www.OrChadash.org   

Rabbi:  Laurence Edwards 
Cantorial Soloist:  Judith Golden 

Co-Presidents: 
Robin Sampliner and Bill Wahler 

Executive VP:  Maryl Rosen 
Treasurer:  Rick Greenthal 

Webmaster:  Marvin Levin 
 

Rabbi Edwards is available by 
appointment and can be reached via 
email:  
rabbiedwards@orchadash.org or 
phone  (773) 326-1490 

 

Come Join Us! 
By Judith Golden,  
Cantorial Soloist 
  
Who at Or Chadash has the most 
fun preparing for the Days of 
Awe?   
 
The Choir!! 
  
The Days of Awe will be here 
before we know it.  If you love to 
sing, and can sort of carry a tune, 
and would like to engage with 
others in meaningful preparation 
for the Days of Awe, come join us. 

  
Days of Awe Dates: 

 
Wed.    Sept. 8    Erev Rosh  

Hashannah 
Thurs.  Sept. 9  Rosh Hashannah 
Fri.       Sept. 17  Kol Nidrei 
Sat.      Sept. 18  Yom Kippur 
  
There will be 6 rehearsals on 
Sunday afternoons 2:00 - 4:00.   
(Dates TBD based on choir 
member availability.) 
  
For further information, or to sign-
up, contact Judith Golden via the 
office at Or Chadash. 
 
Los Angeles 2010 20th 
World Conference of GLBT 
Jews August 13-15, 2010 
 
Conference registration is ongoing 
at www.la2010.org -- currently 
$250 for members of our member 
organizations.  
 
The World Congress is proud to 
welcome American Airlines as the 
official airline of LA2010.  Please 
see their website, www.la2010.org 
for information about the 5% 
discount they are offering. 
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A Commentary on Leviticus 19 
by Rabbi Lisa A. Edwards 
 
In honor of Pride Month we would like to share this 
item read by Rabbi [Lisa] Edwards at services on the 
Shabbat before the Gala.  
   
We are your gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
children:  

“You must not seek vengeance, nor bear a 
grudge against the children of your people.”  
[Lev.19:18] 

  
We are your bi, trans, lesbian and gay parents:  

“Revere your mother and your father, each 
one of you.”  [19:3] 

  
We are elderly lesbians, bisexuals, gay men and 
transgender people:  

“You shall rise before the aged and show 
deference to the old.”  [19:32] 

  
We are the stranger:  

“You shall not oppress the stranger.” 
“You shall love the stranger as yourself, for 
you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  
[19:34] 

  
We are lesbians, gay, trans and bi Jews:  

“You must not go about slandering your 
kin.”  [19:16] 

  
We are your trans, gay, bi and lesbian siblings:  

“You shall not hate your brother or sister in 
your heart.”  [19:17] 

  
We are lesbian, gay, trans and bi victims of gay-
bashing and murder:  

“You may not stand by idly when your 
neighbor’s blood is being shed.”  [19:16] 

  
We are your bi, gay, trans and lesbian neighbors:  

“You must not oppress your neighbor.”  
[19:13] 
“You must judge your neighbor justly.”  
[19:15] 
“You shall love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.”  [19:18]  
 
 

 

Social Action Committee Would Like to 
Thank:  
 
Thank you to Ms. Cheri Rodman, for speaking to 
our congregation on April 30th regarding the topic: 
“Transgendered 101; Putting the T in the LGBT 
Community”.  Sharing recent studies as well as her 
own personal experiences, Ms. Rodman discussed 
areas of distinction within the trans community, the 
gender reassignment process, advocacy issues, 
edict, and hosted a Q and A session following her 
lecture. Again, this was a wonderful opportunity 
for our congregation and we cannot thank you 
enough for your time and candor. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who was able to 
participate in the Annual Israel Solidarity March!  
This year was one of our biggest turnouts ever for 
marchers as well as sponsorship. Marchers at the 
Lakeview site included Carla Cenker, Rabbi Larry 
Edwards, Susan Jacobson, Marvin Levin, Ethel 
Meyer, and Bob Rosenstein.  Thank you to Robin 
Sampliner for marching at the Northbrook site, 
Maria Parks and her family for marching at the Oak 
Park site. Lastly, a special thank you to Ms. Susan 
Mazer for her support and sponsorship.     
 

Pride Parade Planning Committee 
 
Bring your creativity to the table and join the fun as 
we plan our Pride Parade entry. We will once again 
have the flatbed truck, and want it to look really 
great this year!  If you would like to help with the 
planning please contact the office as soon as 
possible. We will be meeting during the first 
week of June.  If you can't make it, don't forget to 
join us on the truck on Parade Day! Our position in 
the parade will be announced during Pride Shabbat. 
 

 
ONEG SPONSORSHIP 

 
Celebrate a birthday, 
graduation or anniversary, or 
honor/memorialize a loved 
one with an oneg 
sponsorship. Please contact 
the Or Chadash office at 
office@orchadash.org to 
make arrangements and pick 
a date. Thank you! 
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Help Or Chadash shine at these June events! 
 
We will have a table at the Greater Chicago Jewish Festival on 
Sunday, June 13th.  

 
We will also have a table at Andersonville’s Midsommarfest on 
Saturday, June 12th and Sunday, June 13th. 
 

We need your help in making Or Chadash a visible presence at 
these events.  Can you spare an hour or so of your weekend to 
help us staff the tables at either (or both) of these? 
  
There will be a sign up sheet on the information table for the next 
few Friday nights (and at the June Saturday service.)  Come and 
sign up. If you will not be at services, please email the office with 
times you are available. Shifts will be an hour long, starting on the 
hour. 
 
Start Pride Weekend with Or Chadash 
 
Again this year we will be holding our Pride Shabbat.  This 
includes a BBQ and Beach Service.  The event will be a great 
kick off to the Pride Weekend.  Join us on Friday, June 25th 
before services at 6 PM at Or Chadash for a great BBQ and all 
you have to do is bring a side dish to share, anything you like as 
long as there is no shellfish, pork or mixing of meat and milk 
products.  We provide the beef hot dogs, hamburgers and veggie 
burgers with all the trimmings as well as the soft drinks.  Then we 
walk the short distance to the beach area to welcome the Shabbat 
with Lake Michigan as a backdrop.  
 
Bring your folding chair or blanket to sit on, a side dish to share, 
and invite your friends and family to join us as we begin Pride 
Weekend.  

A Very Big Mitzvah 
By Carol Goldbaum 
  
Or Chadash is about to join the 
Progressive Chevra Kadisha (PCK), a 
group of volunteers who are trained to 
perform Taharot (the washing, 
purification and preparation of the 
deceased) for Jewish burial. The PCK 
serves four other congregations: 
Lomdim, Beth Emet, Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation and 
the Egalitarian Minyan.  A while back, 
Carol Goldbaum spoke to us about her 
experience as a member of this group. 
  
On Friday, June 11, Dr. Liz Feldman 
will speak before services (7:15 pm). 
She is the chair of the PCK. Please 
come and hear about the history and 
work of this group. 
  
In order for Or Chadash to be a 
member we need to have at least three 
men and three women as volunteers.  
Please consider joining Carol 
Goldbaum, Carla Cenker, Mindy 
Stillman, and Larry Edwards as 
volunteers (we especially need a few 
more men!). Whether you would 
consider volunteering or not, come 
hear Liz Feldman on Friday June 11. 
This is an awesome experience and 
part of our Jewish tradition. 
 
And Thank you 
General donations from Ethel Meyer , 
Laurie Grauer and Yehudi Jacobi.   
 
Friends of Or Chadash donations from 
Yvette Hirth and Matt Merlin.  
 
Challenge Ourselves donations (or 
pledges) from Rich Bender, Andrew 
Deppe, Jay Gelles, Marvin Levin, 
Reuben Lewy, Ed Mogul, Frank 
Nussbaum, Roger Pines, Robin 
Sampliner, Norman Sandfield, Howard 
Wax & Rob Pooley, Barry Weinstein, 
Darryn Weinstein, and Steve Weiser. 
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Harvey 
Rabbi Larry Edwards 

 
I am writing this on the eve of Harvey Milk Day. I am sure that Harvey would 
gladly trade a day named for him in exchange for repeal of Proposition 8. But 
California is honoring him, and so should we. Several of the emails that have 
been circulating to encourage observance of the day offer links to a prayer for 
the occasion composed by Rabbi Lisa Edwards. We will have read it at 
services, but here it is again. 
 
A Prayer for California’s Harvey Milk Day, every May 22 

“Two days after I was elected I got a phone call and the voice was quite young and it was 
from Altoona PA and the person said ‘thanks.’ 
 
And you’ve got to elect gay people so that that young child and thousands upon thousands 
like that child know that there’s hope for a better world; there’s hope for a better 
tomorrow… I know that you cannot live on hope alone but without it life is not worth 
living. And you and you and you gotta give ‘em hope.”   [---Harvey Milk] 
 
 

 
Eternal One, You created us b’tzelem Elohim, in Your image, filling us – as You are filled --- with hope, 
hope that we might yet bring to fruition Your vision of cooperation and harmony, of wholeness and peace. 
You imagined such a world, Holy One, and then instilled within us the ability to imagine it too.  You hope 
even now for such a world, Holy One, knowing You created us with the desire to give each other hope like 
Yours, hope that tomorrow will find us finally ready, finally able, to bring Your imagined world into 
being.  Blessed are You, Hopeful One, creator of hope and of those who bring it to the world. 
  [Rabbi Error! Reference source not found., Beth Chayim Chadashim, BCC, Los Angeles] 
 
If you have never read Lesléa Newman’s classic short story, “A Letter to Harvey Milk,” read it! (My 
Loyola students loved it.) You can find a short excerpt on Lesléa’s website: 
http://www.lesleanewman.com/harveyex.htm.  
 
 
It is also a good occasion to re-read Harvey’s “Hope” speech, from March 1978. You can find it here: 
http://www.jewishfed.org/community/page/harvey-milk-hope-speech 
 
 



 

         
   

Shades of Grey in the Rainbow Community 
 

Session 2: Preparing for successful aging for the GLBT community 
Terri Worman 

ASD – Community Organizing for AARP Illinois 
Co-Chair National LGBT Aging Issues Network (LAIN) 

Co-Chair Chicago LGBT Task Force of the American Society on Aging 
 and Carol Goldbaum 

 
Sunday, June 6   12:30 – 2:30  

At Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted,  Chicago 
 

Join us for the second part of this two-part series 
Co-sponsored by Congregation Or Chadash and Center On Halsted 

 
Sometimes, things happen, and you wonder, what will you do, when you or your partner can no 

longer be fully independent? What do you need to think about and what do you need to prepare? How 
do you find or create options that honor GLBT identity? Are there LGBT resources, or do we need to 

create them? 
 

Come brainstorm with us! 
 

See you there!  Lunch will be served  
RSVP to Jay Very, jvery@centeronhalsted.org  or Carol at office@orchadash.org. 

  
 



June 2010
Congregation Or Chadash

Congregation Or Chadash, 5959 N. Sheridan Road, Chicago IL 60660

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
19 Sivan

2
20 Sivan

3
21 Sivan

4
22 Sivan

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

5
 23 Sivan

10 am Morning 
Service followed
by light lunch

6
 24 Sivan

12:30-2:30 pm Part
2 of series on 
successful aging at 
Center on Halsted

3:30-5:30 pm 
Service Leader 
Wine & Cheese 
Recognition

7
 25 Sivan

7:30 pm Board 
Meeting

8
26 Sivan

9
27 Sivan

10
28 Sivan

11
29 Sivan

7:15 pm Dr. Liz 
Feldman speaks 
on Progressive 
Chevra Kadisha

8 pm Torah 
Service

12
30 Sivan

Andersonville 
Midsommarfest 
OC booth

13
1 Tammuz

1:30-3 pm Mussar 
Group in Library

Andersonville 
Midsommarfest OC
booth

Jewish Folk Arts 
Festival

Rosh Chodesh

14
2 Tammuz

15
3 Tammuz

16
4 Tammuz

17
5 Tammuz

18
6 Tammuz

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

Board 
Installation

19
7 Tammuz

20
8 Tammuz

Father's Day

21
9 Tammuz

22
10 Tammuz

23
11 Tammuz

24
12 Tammuz

25
 13 Tammuz

 6 pm Beach 
Barbecue

8 pm PRIDE 
Shabbat 
Service

26
14 Tammuz

Dyke March on 
South Side

27
15 Tammuz

Pride Parade 
OC float

28
16 Tammuz

29
17 Tammuz

30
18 Tammuz May 2010

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Jul 2010
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July 2010
Congregation Or Chadash

Congregation Or Chadash, 5959 N. Sheridan Road, Chicago IL 60660

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
19 Tammuz

2
20 Tammuz

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

3
 21 Tammuz

10 am Morning 
Service followed
by light lunch

4
22 Tammuz

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY

5
23 Tammuz

7:30 Board 
Meeting

6
24 Tammuz

7
25 Tammuz

8
26 Tammuz

9
27 Tammuz

8 pm Torah 
Service

10
28 Tammuz

11
 29 Tammuz

1-5 pm Service 
Leader 
Workshop in 
Chapel

1:30-3 pm 
Mussar Group 
in Library

12
1 Av

Rosh Chodesh

13
2 Av

14
3 Av

15
4 Av

16
5 Av

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

17
6 Av

18
7 Av

19
8 Av

8 pm Tisha B'Av
service with 
Lomdim

20
9 Av

21
10 Av

22
11 Av

23
 12 Av

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

24
13 Av

25
14 Av

26
15 Av

27
16 Av

28
17 Av

29
18 Av

30
19 Av

8 pm Shabbat 
Service

31
20 Av

Jun 2010

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Aug 2010
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