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The New Light 
Put on Your Yarmulka  

Here Comes Hanukah 
By Robin Sampliner, OC Co-President 

 Yes, the season is upon us.  The 

season of menorahs, dreidels, and 

potato latkes.  And Christmas 

music, shopping, lights, and 

eggnog.  I feel it’s safe to say that 

we probably all grew up with the 

same Hanukah story.  The one of 

the oil miraculously lasting eight 

days instead of one.  And that is 

why we celebrate the holiday for 

eight days and nights, and why we 

light eight candles on the menorah.   

 

Did you know that there is another 

story of Hanukah?  It begins way 

before the story of the oil lasting 

eight days was written.  In 167 

BCE, Judaism was outlawed by 

Antiouchus.  The Jews would now 

have to worship Greek gods, 

participate in Greek culture and 

even take on Greek names.  Fully 

assimilate into everything Greek.  

Do as the Greeks do.  Rebellion 

against these changes would mean 

death, so most complied.  But in 

Modi’in, Mattathias rebelled; he 

was joined by his five sons.  They 

gathered a band of guerilla fighters 

and eventually became known as 

the Maccabees under Judah’s 

leadership.  Judah’s goal was to 

restore Judaism in Jerusalem.  In 

164 BCE, they retook the Temple.   

 

According to the Second Book of 

Maccabees,  Judah and his posse 

purified the Temple of all things 

Greek and celebrated the 

rededication of the Temple on the 

25
th

 of Kislev.  The celebrations 

lasted for eight days as a delayed 

commemoration of the holiday of 

Sukkot, which had occurred two 

months earlier, but it couldn’t be 

celebrated properly because there 

wasn’t access to the Temple.  The 

new holiday was called Hanukah, 

which meant “dedication.”  

 

Does this blow anyone away?  

Does it totally rewrite everything 

you learned as a child?  A story of 

assimilation, fighting, taking back 

the Temple, and rededicating it.  

The story of the miracle of oil was 
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written later by the rabbis of the 

Mishnah.  They were 

uncomfortable with the earlier 

story of politics and fighting.  I 

like the explanation from 

www.clickonjudaism.com, where I 

got most of the information for 

this article.  Isn’t the real miracle 

of the Hanukah story that what 

began as a struggle for religious 

freedom from the Greeks and self 

determination on the part of a 

small band of men on the fringe, 

led to a large and successful 

movement that won political 

freedom for many?  They won the 

right of self rule that lasted for 100 

years. 

 

Now’s the part where I relate this 

all to today.  In some way, we’re 

still fighting.  And not just for 

religious freedom.  Whether 

you’re Jewish, Muslim, Christian, 

gay, lesbian, straight, tall, short, 

bald, black, white, red, yellow, 

brown eyed or blue eyed, someone 

somewhere is not going to like 

you.  Might even hate you.   And if 

you have more than one of the 

above characteristics, is life 

always going to be an uphill 

battle?  For some it will be an 

uphill battle; some will assimilate 

and others will sing their own tune 

in the chorus of humanity.   

 

It all comes down to tolerance.  

The Jews of 164 BCE didn’t have 

much choice.  They had to fight.  

And if they hadn’t, we might not 

be here today.   The idea now is to 

accept each other as we are, and to 

live as neighbors.   

 

On a lighter note, in the words of 

Adam Sandler, “Put on your 

yarmulka, here comes Hanukah.  

It’s so much fun-kah to celebrate 

Hanukah!” 

 

 
Our Mission 

To provide a warm and 
affirming community where 
all Jews can feel welcome.  
To accomplish this mission, 
Or Chadash will: 

Remember that it was 
founded as an answer to the 
prejudice that gay and 
lesbian Jews experienced in 
other synagogues; 

Strive to ensure that no Jew 
experiences prejudice within 
our community; 

Maintain affiliations with 
the Union for Reform 
Judaism and the World 
Congress of Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish 
Organizations; 

Build strong ties within the 
greater Jewish community 
of the metropolitan Chicago 
area; 

Dedicate itself to the basic 
obligations of Jewish life, 
including: 

 Respecting the 
contributions of people of 
all generations 

 Sharing the life-cycle 
events of its members 

 Celebrating Shabbat and 
the holidays 

 Fostering prayer with 
sincerity 

 Visiting the sick 

 Comforting the bereaved 

 Encouraging the study of 
Torah 

 

Congregation Or Chadash is a not-
for-profit organization that is 
largely supported by contributions 
from its members and friends.  
Please remember us generously. 

 

Road Maps Through our 

Praybooks 
By Linda Preston,  

Education Chair 

 

Or Chadash “J-Term” classes begin 

January 5
th

, 2010 

 

This January, we will get together 

in four exciting classes to study the 

prayer books we use on Friday and 

Saturday nights and compare them 

to two new ones published recently 

by our sister congregations in San 

Francisco and New York.  

Please join us! 

 

When: Tuesday evenings,  

January 5, January 12, 

January 19, January 26 

            7:00-8:30 p.m. 

           Congregation Emmanuel 

           Cost: $36 

 

Please join us! 

 

And Thank you 

A general donation from Jay 

Gelles.   

A donation from Sara Fischer in 

honor of Carla Jones’ conversion. 

A donation from Susan Boone and 

Rabbi Larry Edwards in honor of 

David Fried’s Bar Mitzvah.   

A donation from Susan Jacobson in 

honor of Elaine Hodge’s Aunt Faye 

Sukerman’s 100
th

 birthday on 

December 25
th

. 

We also had a Tzedakah collection 

amount of $345. 

 

http://www.clickonjudaism.com/
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Cycles of Our Lives 
 

Happy Birthday 
December 2 Maurice Schwartz 

December 6 Don Olsen 

December 6 Maryl Rosen 

December 8 Matt Santori-Griffith 

December 10 Lee Griesbach 

December 11 David Schlienger 

December 18 Carol Goldbaum 

 

 

Thanks for the Oneg.… 
Friday, December 4: Oneg 

sponsored by Burl Covan in memory 

of his parents, Goldie and Morris 

Covan 

Saturday, December 5: Lunch still 

available for sponsorship 

Friday, December 11: Oneg 

sponsored by David Miller in honor 

of Lee Griesbach's 50th birthday and 

in honor of David and Lee's 10th 

anniversary 

Friday, December 18: Oneg 

sponsored by Carol Goldbaum in 

honor of her birthday 

Friday, December 25: Oneg 

sponsored by Ed Mogul in memory 

of his brother, Barry Mogul 

Note: Friday, November 20 Oneg 

was sponsored by Rabbi Larry 

Edwards in memory of his mother,   

Claire Edwards 

December Service Schedule 

Friday, December 4: Shabbaton 

Rabbi Larry Edwards and Judith 

Golden with author in residence  

Lev Raphael at 8 pm  

Saturday, December 5: Shabbaton 

Saturday morning Shabbat service, 

10 a.m. with author in residence  

Lev Raphael 

Friday, December 11:   Mindy 

Stillman, Beth Snyder, and Linda 

Preston at 8 pm  

Friday, December 18: Carol 

Goldbaum and Judith Golden  

at 8 pm   

Friday, December 25:  Carla 

Cenker and Reuben Lewy at 8 pm  

 

 

Hanukah Party 2009! 
 

On Friday, December 18
th

, we will have the annual Or Chadash 

Hanukah party.  Come join the fun of lighting multiple menorahs, 

singing Hanukah songs, eating latkes and playing Hanukah Jeopardy 

(led by Stephanie Friedman of course). 

 

Services will begin at 8:00 pm as usual, then stay for the party and 

games.   

 

Bring your menorah and candles if you have them.   

 

See you then! 

 

And stay tuned for a December 25
th

 outing. Celebrate the Jewish way 

with a movie and maybe even Chinese food. 

 

Challenge Ourselves 
By Carol Goldbaum, Development Chair 
 

For the past five years we have had challenge grants: The first was 

sponsored by Steve Weiser and Carol Goldbaum; this was followed for 

three years by Norman Sandfield; and this past year Rob Pooley and 

Howard Wax sponsored our challenge grant.  These challenge grants 

have raised $80,000 over five years.  This year we do not have a 

sponsor to lead us.  So we will “Challenge Ourselves.”   

 

You may have been contacted by members of the congregation asking 

you to Challenge Yourself to keep Congregation Or Chadash in the 

black.  Please give generously.  These calls will begin near the end of 

the tax year and an opportunity to share your money with us instead of 

Uncle Sam.  We are asking each person to give as close to the 

maximum of what they have given before or, at least an average of 

their donations to the challenge grants over the years.   

 

No congregation, no matter its size, can survive on dues alone.  

Usually, dues cover half or less of the expenses of running a 

synagogue.  Last year our expenses exceeded our income by $12,000.  

Thank goodness, we have a reserve fund, but it will not last long at that 

rate.   

 

Congregation Or Chadash is a very special congregation.  It is a family, 

a community, a place to explore your identity, and a place where you 

can return, as well as a wonderful mixture of ways to pray and play.   

 

We “Challenge Ourselves” to raise $15,000 through this year’s 

challenge. Please give with your heart for your community.  
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Quick Updates from the Social Action Chair 
By Laurie Grauer, Social Action Chair 

 
Edgewater’s Holidays Around the World Celebration 

 

Or Chadash will proudly participate in Edgewater’s Holidays Around the World Celebration.  This 

unique, local festival will feature the sights, sounds, and tastes of the holidays as seen by local 

residents, artists, businesses and institutions of faith. Festivities take place on December 12
th

 from 

11am until 6pm.  The community schedule is as follows:  

Festive Streets, Storefronts & Shopping 

12:00p.m. – 4:00p.m. ∙ Two free trolleys along Broadway & Devon 

Enjoy roaming carolers, a storefront decorating contest, and special holiday promotions from area 

businesses! 

Holiday Fair & Community Tree Lighting 

2:00p.m. – 5:00p.m. ∙ Broadway Armory Park ∙ 5917 N. Broadway 

Celebrate with food, crafts, music and information about how the winter holidays are experienced around 

the world, and participate in the holiday sing-a-long! 

Holiday Art Fest 

11:00a.m. – 6:00p.m. ∙ Two locations: 5501 N. Broadway & 6056 N. Broadway 

Enjoy an art fair from the Edgewater Artists in Motion and purchase work from local artists for the 

holidays! 

 

Or Chadash will have a booth from 2pm until 5pm at the Broadway Armory Park, located at 5917 N. 

Broadway. Here we will have a coloring station, a Menorah lighting demonstration, a Dreidel 

Tournament, hourly story telling, and tasty treats for the community.  If you would like to find out 

more about the festival or would like to volunteer at the Or Chadash booth, please contact Laurie 

Grauer. 

 

Tzedaka Drive  

 

From December until the end of January, Or Chadash will be collecting funds for our volunteer night 

with the Night Ministry.  

 

Since 1976, the Night Ministry, a non-denominational, non-profit organization, has served Chicago’s 

most vulnerable. They work with populations of all ages, races, orientations and creeds; and their 

services range from counseling, to housing, to free nightly meals.  

 

Funds raised from this Tzedaka drive will be used to purchase supplies so that OC members can 

personally prepare and distribute meals to Chicago needy on February 25
th

, 2010, from the Night 

Ministry Outreach Bus.  Any money that is not used to purchase supplies will be donated directly to the 

Night Ministry.  For more information regarding the drive or our volunteer night with the Night 

Ministry, please contact Laurie.   

 

Oversight in November’s Newsletter 

 

Andrew Deppe and his friends and family not only raised a significant amount of money for the 

Chicago Aids Foundation, but they also participated in the AIDS Walk/Run by walking with the 

Or Chadash Team for Vital Bridges.  This was not mentioned in the November OC newsletter and for 

that I personally apologize. Laurie Grauer  

mailto:office@orchadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20Edgewater%20Holiday%20Fest
mailto:office@orchadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20Edgewater%20Holiday%20Fest
mailto:office@orchadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20Night%20Ministry
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Adult B’nai Mitzvah Study 

Roadmaps Through the Wilderness 
 

If people are interested, we may organize individual 

adult bar or bat mitzvah study, or perhaps a small 

group of several people who are interested in studying 

together for adult b’nai mitzvah study as a group. 

 

Study for an adult bar or bat mitzvah would involve: 

*6-18 months preparation, depending on previous 

background. 

*Depending on previous background, an Intro to 

Judaism class, or a few books and articles selected in 

consultation with the Rabbi. 

*Prepare a minimum of 10 verses to read (chant, if 

possible) from the Torah 

*Prepare Torah blessings. 

*Prepare haftarah blessings and at least part of the 

haftarah. 

*Prepare a d’var Torah. 

*The bar/bat mitzvah could be done either at a first 

Saturday service or a second Friday service (when we 

read the Torah). 

*Invite friends and family to attend, and to make 

donations to Or Chadash in honor of the occasion. 

*Sponsor the Oneg for that service, perhaps 

expanded. 

 

If there is a group of people going through this 

process at once, we might schedule a series of perhaps 

three sessions, in which we discuss various issues 

related to the desire of the people in the group to do 

this, what it means, how bar mitzvah developed, what 

seems most important in the service itself, etc. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Rabbi Edwards to 

discuss this further.   

 
 

ONEG SPONSORSHIP 
 

Celebrate a birthday, 
graduation or anniversary, or 
honor/memorialize a loved 
one with an oneg 
sponsorship. Please contact 
the Or Chadash office at 
office@orchadash.org to 
make arrangements and pick 

a date. Thank you! 

  
 

NYC2 Is Coming 
By Bill Wahler 

 

Save the date!!!  May 14-16, 2010.  Or Chadash is 

going back to New York City.  The first weekend 

in New York City was such a success that we are 

going to do it again next spring. 

 

Details about hotels, tours, outings, eating will 

continue to appear in the coming month.  There 

will be several new side trips in addition to what 

we did this year.  Of course, we will plan on 

Shabbat services with Congregation Beth Simchat 

Torah, our sibling congregation in New York City. 

 

If you are at all interested and think you might like 

to join us next May please contact Bill Wahler and 

let him know.  It will help us in planning our hotel 

room block, etc., if we know some potential 

numbers.  Telling us you are interested is not a firm 

commitment so don’t be shy.  Ask anyone who 

went this year, a fantastic time was had by all and 

most are planning on a return engagement. 

 
 Congregation Or Chadash 

5959 N. Sheridan 

Chicago IL 60660 

 (773) 271-2148 

 

Email: Office@OrChadash.org  

Website:  www.OrChadash.org   

Rabbi:  Laurence Edwards 

Cantorial Soloist:  Judith Golden 

Co-Presidents: 

Robin Sampliner and Bill Wahler 

Executive VP:  Maryl Rosen 

Treasurer:  Rick Greenthal 

Webmaster:  Marvin Levin 

 

Rabbi Edwards is available by 
appointment and can be reached via 
email:  

rabbiedwards@orchadash.org or 

phone  (773) 326-1490 
 

 

Save the dates: Aug. 13 - 15, 2010 

Los Angeles 2010 
20th World Conference of GLBT Jews 

http://glbtjews.org/la2010 

 

 

mailto:office@orchadash.org?subject=[for%20Bill]%20NYC%202
http://glbtjews.org/la2010
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December Dine-around 
 

What could more Jewish  

in December than Chinese food?   

Join us at  

 

Wing Hoe 

5356 N. Sheridan Rd 

December 11 at 6:15 p.m. 

 
No reservations are needed, but try 

to arrive by 6 p.m. to ensure 

adequate seating.  Bete’ Avon 

 

Gift Idea 

If you saw our flag in the Pride 

Parade and said “Gee, I want one,” 

well, you can have your very own.   

 

What better way of showing your 

support for your people and your 

community than with our Pride Flag?   

All purchases support Or Chadash. 

 

Or better yet, need a Chanukah gift? 

How about this flag?  And the best part 

is your gift is also a gift to our 

congregation. 

 

Prices start with a donation of $30 and 

ordering details can be found at  

www.orchadash.org/flag.html 

 

 

 

 
  

Gala 2010! 
By Maryl Rosen 

  

We are very excited about Or Chadash's upcoming Gala Benefit on 

March 20, 2010, which will be held at Spertus Museum on Michigan 

Avenue in Chicago, overlooking Grant Park, and hosted by out Jewish 

lesbian comedian Jessica Halem.  We are looking forward to celebrating 

Or Chadash with Jessica's comedy, food stations catered by Wolfgang 

Puck Kosher Catering, an open bar serving beer and wine, and a terrific 

silent auction.   

  

Or Chadash is fortunate to be able to have three honorees this year.  We 

will be honoring Howard Wax and Robert Pooley, who met at 

Or Chadash and were married in 2004 by Rabbi Larry Edwards and 

Howard's sister, Rabbi Pamela Wax.  Howard has served as president of 

Or Chadash from 2005-2008 and has served on Or Chadash's Board 

since 2004.  Howard and Robert are the proud parents of twins Marcus 

and Sarah.   Howard and Robert also sponsored the Wax-Pooley 

Challenge Grant to benefit Or Chadash in 2008-2009. 

 

We will also be honoring Joey Mogul, an attorney who focuses on civil 

rights cases involving police misconduct, criminal cases brought against 

individuals engaged in street demonstrations and other forms of First 

Amendment expression, and capital defense cases. She is also an adjunct 

law professor at DePaul University College of Law teaching at the Civil 

Rights Clinic and recently published “The Dykier, the Butcher, the 

Better: the State’s Use of Homophobia and Sexism to Execute Women 

in the United States” in the New York City Law Review. She has been 

actively engaged in the litigation and community organizing around the 

Chicago Police Torture cases, recently presenting these cases to the 

United Nations Committee Against Torture and the Human Rights 

Committee in Geneva, Switzerland in 2006.   

  

We look forward to sharing our celebration with Or Chadash members 

and people outside of Or Chadash who would like to enjoy a fabulous 

evening out.  Tickets will go on sale soon. 

  

Finally, we are in the process of gathering silent auction items.  If you 

have a fabulous item you would like to donate or have a lead on tickets, 

gift certificates, or the like, please contact Marvin Levin at 

marvin@spmail.biz 

 

Join us in January 
 

Jo Ellen Green Kaiser will be speaking on January 8, before and during 

services. Here is a piece she wrote about her work on Sha'ar Zahav's new 

siddur. 

  

http://www.interfaithfamily.com/news_and_opinion/synagogues_and_th

e_jewish_community/A_Prayerbook_to_Welcome_Everyone_.shtml?11

918 

 

 

http://www.orchadash.org/flag.html
mailto:marvin@spmail.biz
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/news_and_opinion/synagogues_and_the_jewish_community/A_Prayerbook_to_Welcome_Everyone_.shtml?11918
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/news_and_opinion/synagogues_and_the_jewish_community/A_Prayerbook_to_Welcome_Everyone_.shtml?11918
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/news_and_opinion/synagogues_and_the_jewish_community/A_Prayerbook_to_Welcome_Everyone_.shtml?11918
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A January Look at Prayer Books 
Rabbi Larry Edwards 

 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable before You.” 

 

In recent months, our sister congregations Sha’ar Zahav in San Francisco and Congregation Beth 

Simhat Torah (CBST) in New York have both published new prayer books. On Tuesday evenings in 

January (7:00-8:30) we will devote our J-term class to comparing passages from these two siddurim, as 

well as our own Friday night prayer book and the one we use for Saturday mornings.  It will be 

interesting to see how things have progressed and what sorts of blessings, prayers have been 

added/changed. 

 

But that’s not all!  

 

On Friday evening, January 8, Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, committee member and project manager for the 

Sha’ar Zahav siddur will join us to discuss the process of making the new book as well as to address 

the topic  “What Is Queer Liturgy and Why Should We All Start Using It?” She will speak at 7:15 

(before services) and also offer the d’var Torah. 

 

But that’s not all! 

 

You may or may not be aware that the prayer book we have been using at Or Chadash on Friday nights 

is a version of a siddur developed at Congregation Beth Simhat Torah. It has had many years of loving 

use here, and will surely continue to be used. 

 

Meanwhile, CBST has continued to develop their siddur over the years, under the same name: Bechol 

Levav’cha – With All Your Heart. The new edition is a further development of that project. CBST is 

sending us 50 copies of that new siddur to try out. Though it will look different from what we are used 

to, much of it will be familiar – many of the readings are those we have been using for years. 

 

So be sure to join us on Tuesdays and Fridays in January. Come ready to think about what our prayers 

mean to you, and ready to explore something a little different. 

 

Our Congregation Extends Condolences 
 

Our congregation would like to extend condolences to  

 

Marshall Keltz, whose partner, William Drewry, died on October 19. 

 

Karen and Rabbi Michael Zedek (of Emanuel Congregation) on the death of Karen's father, Nathan 

Gilbert. 

WARNING:  
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The Night Before Hanukah 
 

'Twas the night before Hanukah, boichiks and maidels 
Not a sound could be heard, not even the dreidels 
The menorah was set by the chimney alight 
In the kitchen, the Bubbie was hopping a bite 
Salami, Pastrami, a glaisele tay 
And zoyere pickles mit bagels-- Oy vay! 

Gezint and geschmock the kinderlach felt 
While dreaming of taiglach and Hanukah gelt 
The alarm clock was sitting, a kloppin' and tickin' 
And Bubbie was carving a shtickele chicken 
A tummel arose, like the wildest k'duchas 
Santa had fallen right on his tuchas! 

I put on my slippers, ains, tzvay, drei 
While Bubbie was eating herring on rye 
I grabbed for my bathrobe and buttoned my gottkes 
And Bubbie was just devouring the latkes 
To the window I ran, and to my surprise 
A little red yarmulka greeted my eyes. 

When he got to the door and saw the menorah 
"Yiddishe kinder," he cried, "Kenahorah!" 
I thought I was in a Goyishe hoise! 
As long as I'm here, I'll leave a few toys." 
"Come into the kitchen, I'll get you a dish 
Mit a gupel, a leffel, and a shtickele fish." 

With smacks of delight he started his fressen 
Chopped liver, knaidlach, and kreplach gegessen 
Along with his meal he had a few schnapps 
When it came to eating, this boy sure was tops 
He asked for some knishes with pepper and salt 
But they were so hot he yelled out "Gevalt!" 

He loosened his hoysen and ran from the tish 
"Your koshereh meals are simply delish!" 
As he went through the door he said "See y'all later 
I'll be back next Pesach in time for the seder!" 
So, hutzmir and zeitzmir and "Bleibtz mir gezint" 
he called out cheerily into the wind. 

More rapid than eagles, his prancers they came 
As he whistled and shouted and called them by name 
"Come, Izzie, now Moishe, now Yossel and Sammy! 
On Oyving, and Maxie, and Hymie and Manny!" 
He gave a geshrai, as he drove out of sight 
"A gut yontiff to all, and to all a good night!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY 
HANUKAH! 

 e-mail is a suspected phishing scam.  


