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Our Friends Stand by Us 
By Bill Wahler, OC Co-President 

 

On Monday, August 3 at 11 am as 

I walked towards Emanuel 

Congregation I wasnôt sure what to 

expect.  I knew that the Westboro 

Baptist Church was planning on 

picketing Emanuel and Or 

Chadash as the start of their day of 

going after the Jews and the GLBT 

community in Chicago.  A few 

members of Or Chadash said they 

might be there to observe.  We had 

all agreed there would be no 

confrontation. 

 

I was shocked to see a crowd of 

upwards of 100 people assembled 

in front of Emanuel.  Many of 

these people were with signs of 

support for both of the resident 

congregations.  These were mostly 

members of churches in the 

Edgewater community who had 

come to voice their support for us 

and their disgust for the bigots 

who had yet to appear.  By the 

time the Westoboro group (all 

A member of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame  

seven of them) appeared, the 

crowd on our side of Sheridan 

Road approached 300 people. 

 

There was no chanting of epithets.  

For a while there was silence on 

our side and then the singing 

began.  The first song I heard was 

The Star Spangled Banner.  

American the Beautiful and We 

Shall Overcome were among a 

number of songs that swelled from 

the ranks of our supporters. 

 

As I walked through the crowd I 

met a number of non Jewish, 

GLBT friends of mine who were 

there with their church groups.  

They told me they knew this was 

my synagogue and they wanted to 

show their support for us. 

 

Looking across the street at the 

group from the church I was 

astounded at the lunacy of their 

signs.  ñGod Hates Jewsò ï this 
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recovery. 

 

 

 

held by a boy who could not have 

been more than 7.  ñThe Jews 

killed Jesusò.  Didnôt they hear 

about Vatican II?  And of course 

we had ñGod Hates Fagsò.  There 

were more police than protesters 

on that side of the street.  And as 

traffic slowed down to look at the 

throngs on our side there was the 

cacophony of honking horns 

adding to our support. 

 

I went home that afternoon with 

such a good feeling about the 

community in which I live.  The 

support of the greater Edgewater 

community for both Emanuel and 

Or Chadash was more than 

gratifying.  It made such a 

statement against bigotry, hatred 

and ignorance.  It told me as we 

approach the new year that better 

times are coming because the 

better people are here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Dine Around 

 

If you go to India you can visit the 

place for Jewish food ð well, 

Indian-Jewish with Iraqi roots ð 

which is Koder House.  It was 

reconstructed over a 16th-century 

building site and has been presided 

over for 100 years by the Koders, 

one of Cochinôs most prominent 

Jewish families. In recent times, it 

has become a six-apartment hotel 

with a ñkosher-styleò restaurant 

known as Menorah. Call it 

Jinduish food ð a meld of Hindu 

and Jewish. 

 

But if you cannot go to India, 

please join us at 
 

Little India  Restaurant  

1109 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60660 

(773) 728-7012 

 

September 11 at 6:15 

 

No reservations are needed, but try 

to arrive by 6 p.m. to ensure 

adequate seating.   

 

Beteô Avon 

 

file:///C:/Temp/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Office@OrChadash.org
http://www.orchadash.org/
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Our Mission  

To provide a warm and 
affirming community where 
all Jews can feel w elcome.  
To accomplish this mission, 
Or Chadash will:  

Remember that it was 
founded as an answer to the 
prejudice that gay and 
lesbian Jews experienced in 
other synagogues;  

Strive to ensure that no Jew 
experiences prejudice within 
our community;  

Maintain af filiations with 
the Union for Reform 
Judaism and the World 
Congress of Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish 
Organizations;  

Build strong ties within the 
greater Jewish community 
of the metropolitan Chicago 
area;  

Dedicate itself to the basic 
obligations of Jewish life, 
in cluding:  

¶ Respecting the 
contributions of people of 
all generations  

¶ Sharing the life -cycle 
events of its members  

¶ Celebrating Shabbat and 
the holidays  

¶ Fostering prayer with 
sincerity  

¶ Visiting the sick  

¶ Comforting the bereaved  

¶ Encouraging the study of 
Torah  

 

Congregation Or Chadash is a not -
for-profit organization that is 
largely supported by contributions 
from its members and friends.  
Please remember us generously.  

 

Bob/Barbara the Sukkot Builders 
By Robin Sampliner, OC Co-President 

 

Have you always wanted to build something but just havenôt gotten 

around to working on a Habitat project?  Do you have a tool box at 

home that is getting dusty or rusty?  Do you want to use your lesbian 

powers for a good cause? 

 

Then why not help Or Chadash build their sukkah?!?!  On Sunday, 

September 27
th

 (yes we know that is the day of Kol Nidre, but you 

will have plenty of time after building to go home and get ready for 

shul) we will commence building the sukkah on the Emanuel south 

lawn.    We will put up the sukkah, build part of the roof (the sekhakh 

will go on later), and begin decorating the structure at 11:00am on 

9/27.   
 

On Friday, October 2
nd

 at 6:30 we will have a brown bag dinner in 

the sukkah and shake the lulav and pass the etrog (but donôt break off 

the stem) to celebrate the holiday.  Regular Friday night services will 

follow at 8:00.  

 

The festival of Sukkot begins on Tishri 15, the fifth day after Yom 

Kippur.  We will go from a solemn day of prayer, to joyfully 

celebrating the harvest.  Sukkot is not just a harvest festival though.  

Itôs also about commemorating the 40 year period that the children of 

Israel wandered the desert and lived in temporary shelters.   

 

If you would like to bring your own lulav and etrog, please do.  The 

more the merrier.  Or Chadash will provide drinks, but you must bring 

your own dinner.  Last year it was a bit chilly in the sukkah, so please 

dress appropriately for the weather.   

 

Lastly, we will take down the sukkah on Sunday, October 11
th

 at 

11:00am.  Weôll need your help then too.   

 

9/27 11:00 am ï Build the sukkah at on the Emanuel south lawn 

10/2 6:30pm ï Brown bag dinner in the sukkah (bring your own meal) 

10/11 11:00am ï Take down the sukkah on the Emanuel south lawn 

 
 

ONEG SPONSORSHIP  
 

Celebrate a birthday, 
graduation or anniversary, or 
honor/memorialize a loved 
one with an oneg 
sponsorship. Please contact 
the Or Chadash office at 
office@orchadash.org to 
make arrangements and pick 

a date. Thank  you!  
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August 10 Memorial & Healing Event 
By Rabbi Edwards 

 

Or Chadash organized a gathering to mourn the deaths of Nir Katz, 26, and Liz Trubeshi, 16, murdered in the 

Tel Aviv center for GLBT youth, and to pray for the recovery of those wounded in that attack. About 120 

people attended the event on Monday evening, August 10, in Emanuelôs main sanctuary. 
 

Co-sponsors included Consulate General of Israel to the Midwest, Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 

Chicago, New Israel Fund, Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, Union for Reform Judaism, The Jewish 

Reconstructionist Federation, SVARA, Emanuel Congregation, Temple Sholom, Jewish Reconstructionist 

Congregation, Limmud Chicago, Center on Halsted, J Street, Chicago Prime Timers, Decalogue Society of 

Lawyers, and ARZA. 
  

Though the event was organized on short notice, word spread widely through various lists, including Chicago 

Board of Rabbis, Jewish United Fund (Federation), Center on Halsted, and Equality Illinois. Even after the 

program had to go to the printer, organizations were asking to sign on as co-sponsors. 
 

Participants included a number of local rabbis, cantors and Christian clergy. A collection in support of 

organizations serving GLBT youth in Israel raised $500. 
  

In his remarks, Rabbi Edwards referred to the support we felt only a week before at the counter-protest to the 

Westboro Baptist Church people. Once again we experienced an outpouring of solidarity and goodwill. He 

also mentioned the panel discussion held a few weeks before at the Center on Halsted on GLBT life in the 

Middle East, which highlighted ñthe openness of Israeli society on GLBT issues, even bragging a little about 

the great city of Tel Aviv, which celebrates its centennial this year. But Tel Aviv is not immune; Chicago is 

not immune; none of us is immune.ò 
 

 Hon. Orly Gil, Israelôs Consul General to the Midwest, addressed the crowd. She noted that Israel, 

sadly, is used to memorializing young people. Nevertheless, this particular attack struck a deep chord. Israel 

prides itself on its openness on GLBT issues, but this event ñheld a mirror up to us,ò and told us that there is 

more that must be done.  
     Rabbi Edwards listens to Orly Gil 
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Or Chadash Goes to NYC 
By Bill Wahler, OC  Co-President 

 

Fourteen members of Congregation Or Chadash traveled to New York City the weekend of August 14.  

Friday evening began with dinner at a local Chinese restaurant. We were joined by Rabi Sharon Kleinbaum  

of our sibling congregation CBST of NY.  Several members of CBST joined us for dinner also.  We all 

journeyed up Ninth Avenue to CBST to join them for services.  We were warmly welcomed and as a group 

were asked to light the Shabbat candles. 

 

Saturday morning, bright and early, we met at the Eldridge Street Synagogue on the Lower East Side to 

begin a walking tour of the area.  Thanks to the internet we had a self guided tour which covered many of the 

important and historical sites in the area.  Our walk ended with food, of course.  Stops at The Essex Street 

Market and Economy Candy Company were followed by lunch at Katzôs Deli on Houston Street. 

We then headed over to the Tenement Museum where we took part in a living history program about the 

Confino family who once resided in that building.  Our hostess was fourteen year old Victoria Confino who 

was the great aunt of our past president Lilli Kornblum.  It was a fascinating experience. 

 

Saturday afternoon was time on our own and much of the group met for dinner and socializing in Greenwich 

Village on Saturday evening. 

 

Sunday morning found us all at The Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery Park.  We were treated to an 

exceptional private tour by Asher Quell, a docent at the museum and member of CBST. 

 

A wonderful time was had by all and plans are now in the works for NYC2 for next spring.  Stay tuned for 

details. 
      

                               
Mindy enjoys Manhattan      Bill in Chinatown 

                   
Jamie (Stevenôs cousin) joins Reuben for lunch                              Susan, Bill, Mindy, Marvin, Ethel and Reuben visit Stonewall 
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Scary & Comforting Stories Road Maps 

Through the Wilderness  
Or Chadash fall classes begin in October 

By Linda Preston, OC Education Chair 

 

After the High Holidays, there will be opportunities 

to learn together in two Sunday morning classes and 

one pre-Shabbat teaching/learning experience.  We 

will be sharing learning as formal study, but also as 

a process of learning together, connecting with a 

community of learning that is thousands of years old 

and always new, getting acquainted with books and 

texts and thinking about how we live our lives. 

  

Sunday morning classes will meet in the library at 

Emmanuel, for five Sunday mornings in a row: 

 

¶ 10 am ï 11:15 am:  Rabbi Edwards will 

teach ñStories from the Talmudò.  We will 

study several different narratives from the 

Talmud, to try to understand the Rabbis as 

storytellers, as well as to discern the values 

implied by the stories.  We will not need to 

buy a text for this course, as Rabbi Edwards 

will provide copies for each session of the 

texts to be studied that day. 

¶ 11:15 ï 11:45 am Rabbi Edwards will 

continue his popular ñBiblical Hebrew 

Verse of the Day,ò pulling apart the 

grammar and meaning of a selected Biblical 

verse to help us improve our Hebrew and our 

understanding of the biblical text.  This is a 

free class. 

¶ 11:45 ï 1:00 pm: The Golem, taught by 

Howard Aronson.  In the late 16
th
 century, 

when the Jews of Prague were threatened by 

a pogrom, the chief rabbi of Prague, R. 

Yehuda Leib (the Maharal) is supposed to 

have created a human-like figure out of clay, 

and animated it, thus creating a golem.  This 

story served as inspiration for many works of 

art, both literary and cinematic.  In this class 

we will read a translation of the play in verse, 

by H. Leivick, perhaps the greatest modernist 

poet that Yiddish literature produced.  We 

will also view the classic 1920 German 

expressionist silent film The Golem, directed 

by Paul Wegener.  The textbook for the 

course will be Joachim Neugroschelôs The 

Golem: a new translation of the classic play 

and selected short stories (2006: W.W. 

Norton). 

Class dates:  Oct. 18, Oct. 25, Nov. 1, Nov. 8, Nov. 

15 

 

Cost for each class: 

$50 for OC members 

$100 for non-members 

Contact office@OrChadash.org or use the enclosed 

form to sign up. 

 

Pre-Shabbat teaching/learning experience: 

Friday evening, October 23, 7:00 pm, before 

services. 

Jewish ethics in everyday life: Jewish 

values, health care and us 
 

Rabbi Larry Edwards will talk with us about Jewish 

values regarding human life, preservation of life, 

healthcare, who has it, who doesnôt, how it is 

provided across America, and possible ethical 

responses to the health care system in the United 

States. 

 

Adult Bônai Mitzvah Study 

Roadmaps through the wilderness 
 

If people are interested, we may organize individual 

adult bar or bat mitzvah study, or perhaps a small 

group of several people who are interested in 

studying together for adult bônai mitzvah study as a 

group. 

 

Study for an adult bar or bat mitzvah would involve: 

*6-18 months preparation, depending on previous 

background. 

*Depending on previous background, an Intro to 

Judaism class, or a few books and articles selected in 

consultation with the Rabbi. 

*Prepare a minimum of 10 verses to read (chant, if 

possible) from the Torah 

*Prepare Torah blessings. 

*Prepare haftarah blessings and at least part of the 

haftarah. 

mailto:office@OrChadash.org
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*Prepare a dôvar Torah. 

*The bar/bat mitzvah could be done either at a 

first Saturday service or a second Friday service 

(when we read the Torah). 

*Invite friends and family to attend, and to make 

donations to Or Chadash in honor of the occasion. 

*Sponsor the Oneg for that service, perhaps 

expanded. 

 

If there is a group of people going through this 

process at once, we might schedule a series of 

perhaps three sessions, in which we discuss 

various issues related to the desire of the people 

in the group to do this, what it means, how bar 

mitzvah developed, what seems most important in 

the service itself, etc. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Rabbi 

Edwards to discuss this further.   

 

Help Us Bring in the New Year by 

Delivering Food to Those in Need! 
 
In 2008, nearly 5,000 Rosh Hashanah food 

packages were delivered to needy Jewish families 

residing in Illinois. It is estimated that during this 

drive alone, nearly 12,000 disadvantaged Jews 

were able to observe the Jewish New Year in a 

traditional and dignified manner.   

 

Or Chadash will once again join up with Moat 

Chitim in this tremendous mitzvah. Please join us 

on September 13
th

 at 9:45am at 2111 N Halsted 

to work as a team in delivering food and New 

Year wishes to those who need it most!  For more 

information regarding this event, please contact 

Mindy Stillman at mindystillman@comcast.net. 

 

 

Save the dates: Aug. 13 - 15, 2010 

Los Angeles 2010 
20th World Conference of GLBT Jews 

http://glbtjews.org/la2010/ 

 

AIDS Walk Chicago 
By Laurie Grauer, Social Action Chair 

 

Please join Team Or Chadash for Vital Bridges 

on October 3
rd

 in the annual AIDS Run & Walk 

Chicago!   

 

As in years past, funds raised by Or Chadash will 

go directly to Vital Bridges. For over twenty 

years Vital Bridges has provided Chicagoans 

whose lives have been impacted by HIV and 

AIDS with free meals, meals, nutrition 

counseling, housing assistance, case management, 

preventative education, tutoring, life skills 

workshops, and vocational training.  Through the 

AIDS Foundation of Chicagoôs Community 

Direct program, 100% of the funds raised by team 

Or Chadash for Vital Bridges will go directly to 

Vital Bridges.  We will be marching under the 

name, Or Chadash for Vital Bridges, marching 

with our Jewish Pride flag and wearing our Or 

Chadash t-shirts.   

 

Our team will be walking together in the 5K walk 

that kicks off at 10:00am in Grant Park.  You can 

certainly be a part of the team and be a runner. 

After the walk, we will meet up for lunch and 

celebrate our accomplishments as a team.  

 

We will meet at Spertus, 618 S. Michigan, at 

9:15am and walk to the starting point at 

Columbus and Balbo.   

 

Fundraising is a big part of this walk.  Please go 

to www.aidschicago.org and register for the 

walk.  You can register as an individual under 

team Or Chadash for Vital Bridges, build a 

walker page, and watch those pledges come 

rolling in!  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Laurie 

Grauer at office@OrChadash.org. 

 

 

GO TEAM Or Chadash for Vital Bridges! 

 

 

mailto:office@OrChadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20-%20AIDS%20Walk
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Funds Raised by Autumnôs 

Tzedakah Collection Drive 

will go to LGBT Youth 

Programs in Israel    
 

In light of last monthôs brutal 

attack on a Gay Youth Center in 

Tel Aviv, contributions from Or 

Chadashôs Autumn Tzedakah 

Collection drive will go to aid 

Israeli organizations serving 

LGBT youth. Donations will be 

funneled through Jewish Mosaic, 

The National Center for Sexual 

and Gender Diversity. They will 

divide the donations among the 

Israeli Gay Youth Organization, 

Hoshen, Jerusalem Open House, 

and Aguda.  Neal Levy, former 

executive director of the SF-based 

Israel Center, is also in Tel Aviv, 

helping set-up a world-wide 

emergency fundraising campaign 

for the LGBT youth center. This 

fund will be used for counseling 

wounded youth (many of whom 

may remain physically maimed for 

life), as well as the parents who 

learned about their childôs sexual 

orientation only after the shooting, 

and for teens in Israel who were 

encouraged to come out after the 

tragic shooting. 

 

High Holiday Food Drive 
 

Or Chadash will once again be 

collecting food donations for the 

Ark this holiday season.  Bags 

from the Ark will be distributed 

on Rosh Hashanah (Sept. 18
th

) at 

JRC, located at 303 Dodge in 

Evanston and collected on Yom 

Kippur (Oct. 12
th

) at this same 

location.  Each bag will contain a 

grocery list of items the Ark is in 

need of at this time.  According to 

the projectôs organizers, items 

collected during this drive will 

help to feed nearly 2,000 families 

during the coming year via the 

Arkôs designated pantry sites.    

   

Help Local Students Start 

the Year Off Right By 

Donating School Supplies 

 In our continuing efforts to reach 

out to our surrounding Edgewater 

Community, Or Chadash will 

contribute to a local school supply 

drive initiated by the offices of  

State Representative Harry 

Osterman, Alderman Mary Ann 

Smith, and State Senator Heather 

Steans 

Throughout the month of 

September we will have a 

collection bin set up outside of OC 

services both at Temple 

Emmanuel and High Holiday 

observances at the JRC in 

Evanston.  These items will be 

funneled through Care for Real 

who will distribute the school 

supplies to local needy families.  

Items they are asking for in 

particular are: pens, pencils, 

folders, wide ruled notebook 

paper, Texas 

Instrument calculators, supply 

boxes, highlighters, erasers, spiral 

notebooks, markers, colored 

pencils, crayons, assignment 

notebooks, Kleenex, glue sticks 

and scissors.   

Now that the Back-to-School 

season is under way, many of 

these items can be found at 

discount prices at local as well as 

major retailers.  You may even 

find some of these items collecting 

dust around your house even as 

you read your OC new letter!  

Another way you can contribute to 

this community effort is by 

ñadoptingò a student.  Participants 

of the ñAdopt-A-Studentò program 

will receive a list of supplies to 

purchase for their student along 

with the student's age, gender, and 

grade.  These backpacks will be 

distributed to the child by local 

organizations that help low-

income children in Edgewater, 

Rogers Park, and Uptown.   

 

For more information regarding 

either of these programs, please 

contact Laurie Grauer at 

office@OrChadash.org.   

 

October Theatre Outing  

Pericles 
By Mindy Stillman 

 

 Or Chadash will be going to see 

Shakespeareôs Pericles, directed 

by Joel Fink (Rick Greenthalôs 

partner) on Saturday evening, 

October 10th at 7:30pm.  

 

The performance will take place in 

Roosevelt Universityôs OôMalley 

Theatre, 431 S. Wabash, 7th floor. 

Although the tickets are no charge 

(they are a donation from 

Rooseveltôs Theatre 

Conservatory), they must be 

reserved in advance no later 

than Monday, October 5th. To 

reserve tickets, please leave a 

message on the hotline (773-271-

2148) or email Mindy Stillman at 

office@OrChadash.org.  

 

Prior to the performance, we will 

be meeting for dinner at Amarit 

Thai Restaurant, 600 S. Dearborn, 

at 5:45pm. Please let us know if 

you will be coming to dinner, so 

that we can reserve a large enough 

table. 

 

mailto:office@OrChadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20-%20School%20Supplies
mailto:office@OrChadash.org?subject=[for%20Mindy]%20-%20Pericles%20tickets
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Cycles of Our Lives  

 

Happy Birthday  
September 2 Victoria Scott Swirin 

September 5 David Miller 

September 6 Suzanne Geller  

September 10 Angelique Wahlberg  

September 12 Andrew Deppe  

September 14 Rick Greenthal  

September 20 Darryn Weinstein  

September 21 Sara E. Allen  

September 26 Dillie Grunauer  

September 26 Mindy Joy Mayer  

September 27 Norman L. Sandfield  

September 28  Barry Gleitman  

September 29 Jay Gelles  

September 29 Catherine Harvey  

   

Anniversary:   
September 10 Pamella R. Fettig and 

Mindy Joy Mayer 

 

 

Thanks for the Oneg.é 
Friday, September 4: Oneg sponsored 

by Susan Boone in gratitude for Larry's 

continuing recovery and for the support 

of this beloved community  

Saturday, September 5: Lunch still 

available for sponsorship 

Friday, September 11: Oneg sponsored 

by Rick Greenthal in honor of his 

birthday  

Friday, September 18, Erev Rosh 

Hashanah: Oneg sponsored by Norman 

Sandfield 

Friday, September 25: Oneg sponsored 

by the New York trip members to thank 

Bill Wahler for   organizing the trip 

  

September Service Schedule  

 
Friday, September 4: Shabbat 

Services, 8PM 

Saturday, September 5: Services, 10 

AM Light lunch follows 

Friday, September 11: Shabbat 

Services, 8PM 

Friday, September 18, Erev Rosh 

Hashanah see newsletter for details 

Friday, September 25: Shabbat 

Services, 8PM 

 

 
 

synagogue.  And of course we 

invite everyone to join in our 

break-the-fast following Neilah. 

 

More information will be sent out 

shortly, including a reservation 

form for the luncheon. 

 

We look forward to celebrating the 

High Holidays together.  LôShanah 

Tovah! 

 

The Holy Days are better if 

you are prepared! 
 

Please join us for Selichot at Carla 

Cenkerôs (call for address), on 

Saturday night September 12, at 8 

pm. We will watch and discuss a 

provocative film on forgiveness, 

and then join together in the 

Selichot prayers. The idea is to 

enter the Days of Awe already 

doing the inner work ï that is what 

the whole month of Elul is for! ï 

and not just show up on Rosh 

Hashanah. Of course, it is better to 

show up on Rosh Hashanah than 

not to show up, but it is a little like 

running a marathon without doing 

any stretches beforehand. Come on 

September 12, and stretch a little. 

 
 Congregation Or Chadash 

5959 N. Sheridan 

Chicago IL 60660 

 (773) 271-2148 

 

Email: Office@OrChadash.org  

Website:  www.OrChadash.org   

Rabbi:  Laurence Edwards 

Cantorial Soloist:  Judith Golden 

Co-Presidents: 

Robin Sampliner and Bill Wahler 

Executive VP:  Maryl Rosen 

Treasurer:  Rick Greenthal 

Webmaster:  Marvin Levin 

 

Rabbi Edwards is available by 
appointment and can be reached via 
email:  

rabbiedwards@orchadash.org or 

phone  (773) 326-1490 
 

High Holidays at Or 

Chadash 
By Susan Jacobson 

 

The High Holidays are fast 

approaching and preparations at 

Or Chadash are in full swing.  

They begin Friday, September 

18. 
 

As you read in last monthôs 

newsletter, we will be holding 

services at a new location this 

year, 303 Dodge Ave. in 

Evanston, the home of the 

Jewish Reconstruction 

Congregation.  It is a beautiful 

sanctuary, and since JRC holds its 

High Holiday services elsewhere, 

we will have the building to 

ourselves. 

Parking is available in a lot across 

the street from the synagogue and 

on streets adjacent to the 

synagogue.  Parking is also 

available in the parking lot of the 

Levy Center, across Dodge Ave. if 

needed.  For those who use public 

transit, the #97 bus runs from the 

Howard ñLò station and   stops 

right across the street from the 

synagogue, at the corner of Dodge 

and Mulford; the ride from 

Howard takes about 10 minutes.  

  And we  plan to set up car pools, 

especially for those who need to 

get back to the city following 

evening services. 
  
Tickets for High Holiday services 

are included with membership for 

all Or Chadash members. 

(Remember to renew your 

membership!)  For family and 

friends of members, tickets are 

$180. 

 

Our annual Rosh Ha-Shanah 

luncheon will be at Gulliverôs 

which is just a short walk from the 
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Taking Back the Neighborhood, One Night at a Time 

By Laurie Grauer, Social Action Chair 

 

This past August, Or Chadash members donated their time and resources to support a wonderful new 

community outreach program: Neighborhood Nights on Thorndale. 

 

On most nights, young men and vagrants can be seen loitering alongside Thorndale Avenue just beneath the 

grumbling L stop. Some residents admit they are intimidated by their presence; others claim the area has 

become a hotspot for drug trade and petty theft.  In an attempt to improve the vicinityôs reputation, Housing 

Director, Dan Kleinman, and his staff at the Edgewater Community Council created the Neighborhood 

Nights program. 

 

Nearly every Monday since the beginning of June, Dan and his team transform the 1100 block of Thorndale 

into a community safe zone. From 6pm until 8pm a free BBQ and buffet is offered to residents as well as to 

passer byes.  Tables quickly fill with food and games donated by program supporters.  Teenagers become 

engrossed in cards but also maintain the peace by keeping new comers in check. Volunteers playfully referee 

checker matches amongst the youth while ECC members engage residents to see what else can be done to 

improve the neighborhood.  .    

 

As the new Social Action Chair, Iôm proud to say that this is only the first of several opportunities for Or 

Chadash to contribute to the community it has called home for nearly five years.  
 

Robin helps children with coloring and games 

 
 

2009 Market Days 
By Robin Sampliner, OC Co-President 

 

Our booth this year at Market Days was a huge success.  Thank you to everyone that put in a shift at the 

booth, those that set up and took down the booth, and to those that stopped by to see how we were doing.   

 

We met a TON of people and talked their ears off about Or Chadash.  Even though the weather wasnôt 

always perfect, we still had a good showing around the booth.  Weôve gotten to know our neighbors (candle 

guy and NY Times man) and shared some laughs about the passersbys.   

 

Thank you again to everyone that helped out.   
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WE WANT YOUé.for Social Action!  
 

This year the OC Board is looking for new and exciting volunteer opportunities for the Congregation to take 

part in.  These new programs include participating in Edgewaterôs Neighborhood Nights during the month of 

August, and the Care For Real School Supply Drive during the month of September.  There are other projects 

in the works, but before we continue mapping out the coming year, we would like to have your input as a 

member who is already actively involved in the mitzvah of Tikune Olam; Healing the World. 

 

Is there a charity you already contribute to that you think should be on OCôs radar?  Are there annual events 

or programs you volunteer with that you think members would enjoy volunteering for?   At this point in time 

we are open to any and all suggestions but please respond ASAP.  The sooner we hear from you the sooner 

we can start to make this year one of OCôs most memorable and most meaningful.   Please e-mail your 

thoughts and suggestions to Laurie Grauer at office@OrChadash.org.    

 Rabbiôs Column continued from Previous Page 

 
 

Another Kudo for Norman Sandfield 

 

 
 

Last month you read about Normanôs Silver Kirin Award. Now comes a beautifully produced book, co-

authored by Norman, about the master netsuke carver, Ichiro. If you want to know more about the 

Japanese miniature art of netsukes, Normanôs website will tell you: www.internetsuke.com.   

 

 

Our first ñyouthò bar mitzvah 

 

We celebrated Neil Joachimôs bar mitzvah on August 1. Neil did a fine job! Rabbi Suzanne Griffel, well 

known to Or Chadash and to the bar mitzvah family, was available to step in, since it was rather soon after 

my surgery. (Thank you so much, Suzanne.) Judith Golden lent her voice and spirit. I am grateful that I 

was actually able to attend on Saturday morning, and can therefore testify first-hand that the service was 

lovely and meaningful, and I was able to participate in asking a blessing for Neil during the service. The 

entire OC kid-crew was there too (Shira, Julia, Gabriel, Sara, Marcus) lending an extra-festive air to the 

occasion. Bill Wahler counted 11 OC ex-Presidents in the crowd. When Steven and Steve first raised the 

idea of holding the bar mitzvah here, I said yes because they were members. I confess that I did not 

anticipate how important the event would be in the life of Or Chadash. I think that everyone there felt it 

was a beautiful and significant event. 

 

 

mailto:office@OrChadash.org?subject=[for%20Laurie]%20-%20Social%20Action
http://www.internetsuke.com/
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 Local Laurels 
By Rabbi Laurence Edwards 

Our Zinesters 

 

Before there were blogs, there were zines. And among the zines, there are queer zines. And among the 

writers of queer zines is our very own Dave Fried. Daveôs zine, ñBlack Carrot,ò was among those 

featured in Time Out Chicago (July 30-Aug. 1) in its write-up of the Queer Zinester Roadshow. I was 

sorry to miss the show, but very happy to see the PR.  

 
Black Carrot 

In Black Carrot, Dave Fried, a 29-year-old queer Jewish man, wrestles with his ethnic heritage, sexual identity and radical-punk 

political beliefs. The Chicago resident also plays drums in the queer-punk band Bromance. 

 

And Dave is joined in the zine enterprise by his own (our own) Kisha Hope: 

Fort Mortgage! 

In Fort Mortgage!, cowritten with partner Fried, Kisha Hope, a queer, black, female-identified individual living in Chicago, writes 

about the ups and downs of first-time home buying. Hope just finished the first issue of A Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad, 

LIFE, a biomythography zine about growing up fat, poor and black.  

You can read more at chicago.timeout.com/articles/gay/76825/queer-zinester-roadshow. And if you 

want to know more about queer zines in general, have a look at 

www.qzap.org/v5/index.php, where you can also look for ñBlack Carrot.ò 

Rabbiôs Column continued on Previous Page 

 

http://chicago.timeout.com/articles/gay/76825/queer-zinester-roadshow
http://www.qzap.org/v5/index.php
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Registration Form  

Congregation Or Chad ash Courses 5770  

Fall ð 2009 (Oct. 18 ð Nov. 15)  

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number: _________________________  

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________________  

 

Please sign me up for the following course(s): 

 

     [   ]  10:00-11:15 Stories From the Talmud  ____ $50 (Member)  ____$100 (Non-Member) 

     [   ]  11:15-11:45 Biblical Hebrew Verse of the Day - Free  

     [   ]  11:45-  1:00 The Golem        ____ $50 (Member)   ____$100 (Non-Member)  

 

[   ]  A check is enclosed made payable to Congregation Or Chadash.  

[   ]  Please charge the credit card indicated below.  

 

  Type of Credit Card:   ___ Visa   ____MasterCard    ____ Discover Card  

 Name as it Appears on Card: _______________________________________________  

Billing Address: _________________________________________________________  

Credit Card Number: _________________________________   Security Code: ______ 

Signature: _______________________________________  Expiration Date: ________  

 

Å In order to be eligible for member rates, your membership must be renewed at the time of registration. If 

non-members join the Congregation after they register, they may apply the course cost difference to their 

membership fee. Members at levels above regular individual/family memberships may take courses free of 

charge, as explained on the membership application.  

 

Å Please include payment with this form, either by check/money order or by filling in the credit card payment 

information above. Do not pay your instructor. All payments must be mailed to 

Congregation Or Chadash 

5959 N. Sheridan Road 

Chicago, IL 60660.  

 

Å As always at Congregation Or Chadash, arrangements can be made for members unable to afford the full 

course charges. If you wish to arrange for scholarship assistance, please contact one of our Co-Presidents, 

Robin Sampliner or Bill Wahler, in person or via the Hotline (773-271-2148). We regret that we cannot give 

scholarship assistance to non-members. 

 

Congregation Or Chadash , 5959 N. Sheridan Road , Chicago, IL 60660  

773 -271 -2148  

office@OrChadash.org    www.OrC hadash.org  

 

mailto:office@OrChadash.org
http://www.orchadash.org/


 


