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A Look Back
“Try to remember ...” — from The Fantasticks
Music by Harvey Schmidt, lyrics by Tom Jones

By Marvin Levin, OC Co-President

How strange. I’ve always put
some Jewish quote at the top of
my President’s Column, but this
time I decided to pick a line from a
musical. It’s one in which | had
the pleasure of playing the role of
The Boy’s Father in a community
production shortly before moving
back to Chicago in 1986. But the
words just seemed appropriate as |
write what will be my last column
as | end my Co-Presidency at the
end of June.

This seems like one of those
acceptance speeches at the Oscars,
where the winner reads a list of
people to thank. I’m only going to
give three names here: Howard
Wax, who was my Co-President
two years ago; Robin Sampliner,
who was my Co-President this past
year; and Bill Wahler, current
Vice President who will replace
me as Co-President. They are but
three of the many people who have
supported me and helped me lead

Congregation Or Chadash. The
people to whom | am grateful
include Board members, general
congregants and Or Chadash
staff. To attempt to list them all
would probably fill out this
entire column. To all of you:
Many Thanks.

In looking back over the past
two years, | looked at previous
President’s columns. In my first
column | spoke about goals,
such as trying to “figure out
how to make Or Chadash a
welcoming place.” That one
wasn’t hard because Or
Chadash was already a
welcoming place, but | found it
never hurt to remind people. It’s
been rewarding to hear visitors
say how welcome they felt here.
| also wrote, “Another goal of
mine is to know as many
members of Or Chadash as
possible.” | think I’ve done a
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good job on that one. I’ve also
written about minhag - the
customs we follow in our worship,
about the Jewish calendar, about
life cycle and the process of
reading the Torah in an endless
cycle from week to week, and
about Passover celebration. Last
July | paused to introduce the new
Board and review my first year as
Co-President. Next | described my
thoughts about our new slogan,
“Your People, Your Community,
Your Synagogue.” Somewhere
along the way the your’s got
replaced by our’s. Then came
columns on the importance of the
words we use, on the role of
leadership, and on the importance
of community.

I’ve also looked back on changes
in my personal life. I moved from
an apartment and bought a condo.
My younger son Josh and his wife
Jesse added a fourth grandchild to
our family when my grand-
daughter Aubrey was born last
July. My older son Oren and his
wife Beth already had provided
two grandsons and a grand-
daughter: Alex, Daniel, and Peri.
They, along with my brother and
my sister and their families,
continue to be a loving and
supportive part of my life. In
addition I’ve continued to make
many new friends.

But looking backward is only half
of what’s in my head; I’m also
looking forward. I’ll certainly
remain on the Or Chadash Board,
continuing to work with the other
Board members to make Or
Chadash grow and thrive. Else-
where in this newsletter there’s an
article on the new structure of the
Union for Reform Judaism - and

2

some thoughts | have on how we
can work with the URJ.

In the meantime, | hope to see

many of you at our annual
Congregational meeting, at the
dedication of our new Torah

scroll, in class, and at other
activities of Or Chadash. Yashar
koach — may we all go from
strength to strength in the years
ahead.

Report from Indiana -
the “New” URJ

By Marvin Levin, OC Co-President

In mid-April, | attended a Tri-
Regional Small Congregations
Conclave held at Temple Beth-El
in Munster, Indiana, a 36-mile
drive from my home. The
gathering was sponsored by the
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)
and included the Great Lakes
(Chicago), Midwest (St. Louis),
and Northeast Lakes (Detroit)
regions. I’ve found that there’s a
special vibrancy in congregations
from small towns where members
often form a tight sense of
community because of their small
numbers. Everyone knows
everybody else and they all pitch
in to help each other.

In many ways, | was aware how
unique Congregation Or Chadash
Is. Most congregations talk about
“membership span” - the time
between when members join
because their kids are ready for
school and when they drop out,
often after their kid’s Bar/Bat
Mitzvah. At Or Chadash we’re not
members in order to give our
children a Jewish education; we
join for ourselves, for our desire to
be Jewish and part of a Jewish
community.

Much of the time was spent
reviewing the URJ restructuring,
which goes into effect in July. This
is a reorganization that has been in
the works for quite a while. It is
not a response to the current
economy, although today’s
conditions did have an influence in
pushing up the timetable for
implementation. One of the key
goals of the restructuring is to be
able to better serve individual
congregations — a goal that tries to
address what many congregations
have asked for from the URJ.

The current regional-based organ-
ization was established many years
ago, long before the presence of
the internet, of webinars and blogs,
of teleconferences and cell phones.
The new organization eliminates
the current 14 separate regional
offices — each with their own
complete staffs and each indepen-
dently trying to meet the needs of
their congregations. Instead URJ
will be organized around three
main functional areas: Advancing
Reform Judaism, Congregational
Consultation, and Congregational
Support. Individuals may work at
one of four geographic Support
Centers (Atlanta, Chicago, Los
Angeles and New York — with an
additional office in Canada) or out
of their homes.

In  brief, Advancing Reform
Judaism will focus on global
areas such as URJ Camps, the
Religious Action Center (RAC) of
Reform Judaism, Israel and world
Jewry, etc. Congregational Con-
sultation will have specialists in
such areas as membership, fund-
raising, building sacred commu-
nity, social justice, use of
technology and training and
mentoring congregational leaders.
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Congregational Support will see a Congregational Representative assigned to individual congregations.
Our representative will act as the single point-of-contact for all our support needs. This group also
addresses rabbinic support and is the liaison to the URJ Lay Leadership. (The URJ Lay Leadership
structure will not change at this time, because such a change would have to be approved by the lay
membership as a whole, probably at the 2011 Biennial Convention.)

Unlike my Co-President Robin Sampliner, | have not been very much involved with the URJ and its Lay
Leadership. But | see a great deal of potential help for Or Chadash as we wrestle with our own issues over
the coming years and expect | shall be more involved in the future. We always need volunteers to help run
Or Chadash so I urge you to become involved too. I’d be glad to share the materials I brought back from
the conclave. Addition information is available through www.urj.org.

Ilinois Holocaust Museum Opens in Skokie
By Marvin Levin, OC Co-President

Sunday, April 19, was the Grand Opening and Dedication for the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education
Center in Skokie and | was one of the special guests in attendance — along with about 12,000 other special
guests who braved the cold and rainy day.

The dedication consisted of numerous video presentations (several survivors, Steven Spielberg, President
Barak Obama, Israeli President Shimon Peres and Hillary Rodham Clinton), entertainers (mostly Israeli and
African-American) and live presentations from politicians (Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen, Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn, and Klaus Scharioth, German Ambassador to the U.S.), museum representatives,
survivors and others. The highlights of the afternoon were addresses by Elie Wiesel and President Bill Clinton.
Elie Wiesel spoke about the fact that though we know more and more about the HOW of the Holocaust — the
processes used by the Nazis — we will never really understand the WHY — why so many cultured, educated
Germans behaved in such an evil fashion. President Clinton gave a dynamic speech about ongoing genocide in
Rwanda, the Balkans, Darfur, and other places.

I was struck by the large presence of African-Americans on the program, the only minority group represented
at the Dedication.

The program emphasized that fact that this is not just a museum, but also an education center. It stressed the
fact that education of this period of history is important. Only the very first people to arrive got tickets for that
day; I look forward to seeing the Museum for myself. General admission is only $8.00.

Although a search on their website www.ilholocaustmuseum.org for the word “homosexual” only returns three
minor references, the dedication itself was very clear in including non-Jews as victims of the Holocaust. In one
of the first Survivor videos the woman made reference to speaking against a popular, but homophobic, local
politician. And several of the speakers made it clear that not only Jews but also homosexuals, Gypsies and
others who didn’t match Hitler’s ideal of Aryan perfection were targeted by the Nazis. J.B.Pritzker, who
chaired the Capital Campaign for the Museum and was the afternoon’s Master of Ceremonies, made it clear
that the Holocaust was not only about Jews.
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Or Chadash Goes to NYC
By Bill Wahler,
OC Vice President

Congregation Or Chadash is
planning a weekend trip to New
York City. The trip is scheduled
for the weekend of August 14-16,
2009. The highlights of the
weekend would include Shabbat
services at Congregation Beth
Simchat Torah, NYC’s GLBT
synagogue, on Friday night, a
Saturday visit to the NYC
Tenement Museum, a Broadway
show of your choice, and a visit to
the Museum of Jewish Heritage.

We have booked a block of rooms
at The Union Square Inn, 209
East 14™ Street, NYC. The hotel
IS convenient to everything and
you can check out their website at
www.unionsquareinn.com. We
have great rates at the Inn. A
single is $129, a room for two
with one queen bed is $149 and a
room for two with two double
beds is $169. Those rates are per
night and do not include the NYC
taxes. Travel is on your own, as
are all meals.

We will be planning a group
Shabbat dinner and a Saturday
evening pre-theatre dinner.

We have a limited number of
rooms available so please reserve
your space now. The deadline
for signing up is June 30.

If you are interested in going to
NYC with Or Chadash please
contact Bill Wahler at 847-321-
0155 or wwahler@aol.com.

May Dine-around

And it’s back to Chinese food, a
staple of the Jewish cuisine. In
fact there is a great book with the
history of the Jewish-Chinese food
connection and recipes. It is From
Lokshen to Lo Mein: The Jewish
Love Affair with Chinese Food by
Don Siegel. In the description on
www.Amazon.com it says:

Along with Don Siegel’s favorite
Chinese kosher recipes, the author
includes some comments on the
connection of Jews and Chinese
culture, where to get kosher
Chinese ingredients, a few jokes
about Jews and Chinese food, a
short section on what “kosher”
means for those unfamiliar with
Jewish  dietary laws, and
digressions on Chinese cooking
techniques and products. Have fun
cooking authentic Chinese dishes
while reading interesting topics:
The  Evolution of  Chinese
Cooking, The Jewish Experience
in China, The American-Jewish
Chinese Connection, The Chinese
Kitchen Cabinet, The Drop Dead
Tip for Making a Chinese Dinner.

However, why cook when you can
join us at

Wing Hoe
5356 N. Sheridan Rd
May 8 at 6:15

No reservations are needed, but try
to arrive by 6 p.m. to ensure
adequate seating. Bete’ Avon

Or Chadash to Host World

Congress Board Meeting
By Bill Wahler,
OC Vice President

On June 25 and 26, Or Chadash
will be hosting the annual board
meeting of The World Congress of
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Jews.  Delegates from
GLBT groups from around the
world have been invited. Many of
the delegates are expected to stay
after the board meeting and join us
for Pride Shabbat and also march
with us on June 28 in The Pride
Parade.

Some of these delegates will be
needing home hospitality during
their stay in Chicago. If you have
room to host anyone either for the
time of the board meeting or for
Pride Weekend or both please
contact Bill Wahler at 847-321-
0155 or wwahler@aol.com. If
you would like further information
on The World Congress please go
to their website, www.glbtjews.org.

Congregation Or Chadash
5959 N. Sheridan
Chicago IL 60660

(773) 271-2148

Email: Office@OrChadash.org
Website: www.OrChadash.org

Rabbi: Laurence Edwards
Cantorial Soloist: Judith Golden

Co-Presidents:

Marvin Levinand Robin Sampliner
Executive VP: Bill Wahler
Treasurer: Rick Greenthal

Webmaster: Marvin Levin

Rabbi Edwards is available by
appointment and can be reached via
email:

rabbiedwards @orchadash.org or
phone (773) 326-1490
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Or Chadash

has a Mussar Group
By Beth Snyder

Or Chadash has started a Mussar
study group that meets once a
month on a Sunday, usually in the
early afternoon, at Temple
Emanuel in the library. Mussar is a
Jewish practice founded by a 19"-
century rabbi, Israel Salanter. It
emphasizes ethical conduct, living
a more conscientious life, and an
increased awareness of one's
responsibilities toward oneself and
others. In the Mussar practice, one
focuses on soul traits (such as
equanimity and patience) through
meditation, journaling, and other
means to help modify one's
behavior and reactions. These
exercises help one become more
self-aware, content, and able to
better contribute to one's imme-
diate environment and community.
The OC group is working with
Alan Morinis's book, Everyday
Holiness. This group is still open.
If you are interested in joining,
please contact Stephanie
Friedman at office @orchadash.org.

Torah Dedication May 29
By Carol Goldbaum, Ritual Chair

Congregation Or Chadash finally
has its own Kosher Torah thanks
to Congregation Kol Ami. We
will celebrate the purchase of their
Torah with a transfer of the Torah
from leaders of Kol Ami to leaders
of Or Chadash and a service of
Dedication on Friday, May 29, the
second day of Shavuos. What
could be more appropriate than
celebrating Shavuos with the
dedication of our Torah!

The evening will start at 7 PM
with a Wine and Cheese reception
and an opportunity to meet many
of the Kol Ami community. At
8 PM we will have a procession
into the Chapel and the transfer of
the Torah to Or Chadash, followed
by Shabbat Services.

We will also be inviting those
from the community who donated
to the Torah fund, Rep. Sara
Feigenholtz and Alderman Tom
Tunney. Join us for this very
joyous occasion!

Or Chadash Celebrates Passover

Shavuos Tikkun

Thursday May 28
By Carol Goldbaum,
Ritual Chair

Shavuos, the celebration of the
giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai,
iS an opportunity to study. We
will meet at 7:30 PM at Anshe
Emet, Baldwin Library, 3751
N. Broadway, for our own study
session Dbefore the community
Tikkun.

There will be Blintzes and other
nosh at 9PM followed by a panel
discussion at 10:30. Since we
now have our own Kosher Torah
which is originally from several
Torahs, Rabbi Larry Edwards will
lead a discussion on the “Scribal
Idiosyncrasies in the Torah.”

Again this year the Or Chadash Annual Community Seder was held on Thursday April 9, the second night of
Passover. Rabbi Larry Edwards led the Seder, along with cantorial soloist Judith Golden. Thanks to Susan
Jacobson and all who helped to make this a great success. Also thank you to the many people who made extra
contributions to our Seder making the Haggadah call to "Open your doors and let all those who are hungry come

inside and eat" true.

(Below: Brides and Grooms adorned the Seder plate, in honor of lowa and Vermont.)
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May Social Action
By Mindy Stillman

Thank you to Robin for helping
me with the Maot Chitim
Passover  deliveries. We
distributed 16 seder meals to local
people in need.

It’s not too late to bring in your
April Tzedakah, which is for The
National Union of Jewish
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Inter-sex, Queer and
Questioning Students (NUJLS).
Donations will help their national
conference provide kosher food,
housing, and workshops at a price
affordable to students, as well as
assisting needy students with
travel and registra-tion subsidies.
The conference provides a non-
judgmental atmo-sphere where
students of diverse religious
backgrounds as well as diverse
sexual and gender iden-tities will
gather to discuss and learn about
issues relating to their identities.

Pride Parade

The Pride Parade is Sunday,
June 28. Would you like to help
plan the decorations for our 23’
flatbed truck? Join the Pride
Parade Committee! We will have
our planning meeting in the
beginning of June and will be
decorating the truck in the
Emanuel parking lot on the
morning of the parade. Contact
office@orchadash.org to sign up
for the Pride Committee.

Nothing Says Springtime
Like a Good Round of

Miniature Golf
By Mindy Stillman

Join OC as we tee off on Sunday,
May 17, at 11:00am, at Novelty
Golf (aka “The Bunny Hutch”)
located at 3650 W. Devon in
Lincolnwood (at the corner of
Devon and Lincoln).

For a $10 donation to OC (payable
at the time of the event) plus the
cost of your game(s), you’ll enjoy a
vintage miniature golf experience.

While you’re there, check out the
batting cages, pinball, and the
vintage photo booth! No reser-
vations necessary; meet up with
us at the entrance. If the weather
does not cooperate, we may go
bowling instead. This decision
will be made by the group at the
golf course.

And We Are Still
Collecting Personal
Hygiene Items

If you have personal hygiene items
and nonperishable food, we are
collecting them for Care For Real,
Edgewater's food pantry.

It's a great time to bring in all of
those hotel soaps and shampoos that
are taking up space in your homes!
Drop them off in the box on our table
before services.

Gift Idea

Pride Week will be upon us
shortly, and what better way of
showing your support for your
people and your community than
with our Pride Flag?

Prices start with a donation of $30
and ordering details can be found at
www.orchadash.org/flag.html

Help Or Chadash While
Making Some Money!

We need someone to take over the
purchasing, setting up, and
cleaning up of our Friday night
and Saturday morning services.
Would you or anyone you know
want to earn $50 per service to
buy our oneg food and beverages,
set them out, along with our
literature and then stay and clean
up and put it all away? Training
will be provided. Call the office
at 773-271-2148 or email at
office@orchadash.org.

ONEG SPONSORSHIP

Celebrate a birthday,
graduation or anniversary, or
honor/memorialize a loved

one with an oneg
sponsorship. Please contact
the Or Chadash office at
office@orchadash.org to
make arrangements and pick
a date. Thank youl!
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Cycles of Our Lives

Happy Birthday
May 2 Reuben Lewy
May 6 Rabbi Laurence Edwards
May 8 Beth Snyder
May 10 Susan Lee Mazer
May 13 Susan Boone
May 17 Tamar Carmel
May 23 Sara Fischer
May 24 Michael Helfgott
May 26 Andrea Wolpa
May 29 Roger Pines
May 30 Joel S. Berger
Happy Anniversary
May 4 Martha Fourt and
Patricia J. Benjamin
May 12 Steven Joachim and
Stephen Neeley
Thanks for the Oneg....

Friday, April 17: Oneg sponsored by

Frank Nussbaum in honor of his
birthday

Friday, May 1: Oneg sponsored by
Reuben Lewy in honor of his birthday
Saturday, May 2. Lunch still available
for sponsorship

Friday, May 8: Oneg sponsored by
Rabbi Larry Edwards and Susan Boone
in honor of their birthdays

Friday, May 15: Oneg sponsored by
Sara Fischer in honor of her birthday
Friday, May 22: Oneg sponsored by
Daniel Amati in honor of the
anniversary of his conversion

Friday, May 29: Oneg sponsored by
Norman Sandfield in honor of

Or Chadash's new torah

May Service Schedule

May 1: Mindy Stillman and Susan
Jacobson 8 p.m.

May 2: Saturday morning Shabbat
service, 10 a.m. A light lunch follows.
May 8: Torah Service with Rabbi
Edwards, 8 p.m.

May 15: Shabbat Service Carol
Goldbaum and Judith Golden, 8 p.m.
May 22: Shabbat Service with Rabbi
Edwards.

May 29: Torah Dedication Shabbat
Service with Rabbi Edwards and Judith
Golden. A wine and cheese reception
precedes the service at 7 p.m. Shabbat
Service former Kol Ami members at 8
p.m.

SUNDAY,
MAY 3, 2009

Walk with Israel at the
2009 Israel Solidarity Day

On Sunday May 3, the City of
Chicago will celebrate the 38"
annual Israel Solidarity Day
featuring community  walks
throughout the city. Or Chadash
will participate in the City Walk, a
6K walk along the Chicago
lakefront. Registration for the
walk will begin at 9:00 am, at the
Anshe Emet Day School Field,
3751 N. Broadway. Kickoff for
the walk will be at 10:30, returning
to Anshe Emet at noon for food
and entertainment.

You can register by going to the
JUF website at
www.juf.org/walk/part _reg.aspx
?1=1

Or Chadash will meet at the Anshe
Emet field (look for the
Or Chadash Pride Flag!) We will
walk together, and then maybe
gather at a nearby restaurant for
lunch. Let’s have a good turnout
to show our support for Israel at
this time.

Date: Sunday May 3

Time: Registration 9 AM;
Walk 10:30-noon

Place: Anshe Emet Day School
field, 3751 N. Broadway

Our Mission

To provide a warm and
affirming community where
all Jews can feel welcome.
To accomplish this mission,
Or Chadash will:

Remember that it was
founded as an answer to the
prejudice that gay and
lesbian Jews experienced in
other synagogues;

Strive to ensure that no Jew
experiences prejudice within
our community;

Maintain affiliations with
the Union for Reform
Judaism and the World
Congress of Gay and
Lesbian Jewish
Organizations;

Build strong ties within the
greater Jewish community
of the metropolitan Chicago
area;

Dedicate itself to the basic
obligations of Jewish life,
including:

e Respecting the
contributions of people of
all generations

Sharing the life-cycle
events of its members

Celebrating Shabbat and
the holidays

Fostering prayer with
sincerity

Visiting the sick
Comforting the bereaved

Encouraging the study of
Torah

Congregation Or Chadash is a not-
for-profit organization that is
largely supported by contributions
from its members and friends.
Please remember us generously.
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Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, of Blessed Memory
By Rabbi Laurence Edwards

It took a long time for English departments to allow Jews to
become tenured professors. How could these “foreigners”
possibly understand English language and literature in the proper
way? But Jews have made their way in the field, and some have
even succeeded in stirring things up a little.

The news of the death of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick sent me back to
peruse the introduction to her most famous book, Epistemology of
the Closet. It is a model of scholarly writing that is densely
textured, forceful, and passionately human.

An obituary in The New York Times takes note of an essay by
Sedgwick from 1983 on the Charles Dickens novel Our Mutual
Friend in which

“she drew attention to the homoerotic element in the obsessive
relationship between Eugene Wrayburn and Bradley Headstone,
rivals for the love of Lizzie Hexam but emotionally most fully
engaged when facing off against each other. ... Such subtexts, she
insisted, are woven throughout literary texts, and the job of
criticism is to ferret them out, especially the repressed themes of
same-sex love.”

The article goes on,

“It’s about trying to understand different kinds of sexual desire
and how the culture defines them,” Sedgwick told The New York
Times in 1998, explaining the function of queer theory. “It’s about
how you can’t understand relations between men and women
unless you understand the relationship between people of the
same gender, including the possibility of a sexual relationship
between them.”"'

She was happily married for 40 years to Hal Sedgwick, a fact
which marks her as “straight.” But part of the argument of her
work is that people aren’t always so easily categorizable. Richard
Kim wrote a remembrance in The Nation:

“Sedgwick's work was marked throughout by an abiding love for
gay people, gay men in particular. She once proposed that in a
gay-affirmative world, there would be guide books on how to
bring your kids up gay.””

All the notices of her death acclaim her as one of the founders,
perhaps the founder, of what has become the academic field of
Queer Studies. Maybe this is what happens when Jews, and then
Jewish women, start reading and commenting on the classics of
English literature. We are often at our best, I think, when we are
troubling the waters of assumption and theory.

L WILLIAM GRIMES, April 15, 2009, New York Times
2 Richard Kim, 04/13/2009, The Nation
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Reflection for Rosh Chodesh lyar
By Judith Golden

lyar, month of counting our days
Leaving our past behind
Glancing back over our shoulders
Longing for the familiar

And yet

Does it make sense to return?

Or to focus forward toward the future?
Toward what we cannot see?

Led by cloud and fire

Gaining comfort with a presence that can
be sensed

But not directly seen

Gaining trust that there will be guiding
light

In the darkness

Learning to follow the signals —

When to travel and when to rest.
Gathering the stuff to nourish our souls
Learning that what we need will be there
for us

In proper measure

Looking to each other as community on
our way
And taking time for celebration
Of wise teachers
Of plagues ended
Of new ways
Of being







	 

